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PREFACE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

The struggle of the Ukrainians to establish an independent statehood towards
the end of World War I, and in its immediate aftermath, proved futile. The majo-
rity of Ukrainian territories was incorporated into the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics as part of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. The Ukrainians
were exposed to brutal terror brought by the fight with the alleged counterrevolu-
tion, exposed to collectivization of agriculture and Sovietization of the society.
With the end of the civil war, the ruined territories of Ukraine were deprived of
a chance for economic and social revival. The 1920’s brought about drastic im-
poverishment of the entire society, particularly in the countryside, as one of the
most fertile regions in Europe witnessed a plague of hunger. The culmination of
those tragic events took place in the early 1930’s when the deliberate, destructive
and merciless policy of Soviet rule brought the disintegration of agriculture, cha-
os and wide-spread poverty, resulting in unconceivable tragedy for the Ukrainian
people. The famine afflicted on the citizens of Soviet Ukraine at that time, due to
its scale and severity, came to be known as the Great Famine.

The Great Famine of 1932-1933 marks the gravest catastrophe in the history
of the Ukrainian nation. It is an equally unique tragedy in the modern history of
Europe. No other words seem proper in regard to the millions of victims of hunger
and atrophy or their slow and painful death by starvation. The tragedy of the dy-
ing Ukrainian families and villages was all the more horrible, as it was witnessed
by a civilized, yet strikingly indifferent Europe.

The documents, which are gradually being uncovered in the archives, give
proofto the claim that the Holodomor was genocide carried out by the Stalinist re-
gime against the Ukrainian nation. And although Ukrainians, along with people
of other nationalities, including Polish, living in Soviet Ukraine had experienced
widespread repression, the Great Famine remains an unprecedented tragedy in
the history of Ukraine and Europe. For decades, the knowledge of those dramatic
events was clouded in lies. At the very time that the famine was spreading, the
authorities of the USSR were already staging a propaganda campaign not only
in the Soviet Union, but beyond its borders as well, through communist parties
and left-wing elites. Thus, the knowledge of the actual scale of the tragedy of the
Ukrainian countryside and its people could hardly reach the public.

It was only when Ukraine regained its independence that historic justice could
be given to the victims of the Holodomor. Poles are taking an active part in those
efforts. On 16 March 2006, the Polish Senate adopted a resolution on the anniver-
sary of the Great Ukrainian Famine in which it expressed its “solidarity with the
Ukrainian position that the Great Famine of the years 1932—-1933 be recognized
as genocide.” Equally, the Lower House of the Polish Parliament, in a special
resolution adopted on 6 December 2006, expressed “its deepest compassion for
the citizens of Ukraine” and the hope that “the memory of this crime’s victims
will serve as a warning against all forms of totalitarianism, which left a painful
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imprint on European history in the 20™ century, and particularly that of Poland
and Ukraine.” With those resolutions, Poland joined the ranks of nearly thirty
countries whose governments and parliaments agree that the man-made fam-
ine inflicted on Ukraine in the 1930’s needs to be recognized as a crime against
humanity.

The year 2008 marks the 75" anniversary of the height of those tragic events.
For that reason, the President of Ukraine, Viktor Yushchenko, declared the year
2008 as a year of remembrance of the Holodomor’s victims. It is thus with great
satisfaction that we witness the publication of primary sources, the majority
of which remained unknown to researchers until today, that present the true
scale and scope of this tragedy. The cooperation between Polish and Ukrainian
researchers and historians, as well as between public institutions, in this special
year confirms the conviction that our common future, the future of Poland and
Ukraine, is not only strengthened by our governments or parliamentary institu-
tions, but that it is founded on the ever more in-depth understanding of the history
of these two nations.

I am strongly convinced that this publication, constituting an important aca-
demic achievement, will foster the Polish-Ukrainian understanding and coopera-
tion, while the English version of the publication will contribute to disseminating

the knowledge of Ukraine’s history throughout Europe.

Lech Kaczynski
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PREFACE BY THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE

The unique documents collected in this volume shed new light on the tragic
events in Ukrainian history. The thus far closely guarded documents reveal today
not only the complete perspective on one of the greatest humanitarian catastro-
phes in the world, but equally give witness to the heroism and unwavering char-
acter of the Ukrainian nation.

The Great Famine of the years 1932-1933, perpetrated by the totalitarian
regime, took the lives of millions of our compatriots; thus, without any hesitation,
we can claim that it was a deliberate, merciless and cynical genocide.

The communist regime in Ukraine aimed to destroy the substance of the
nation and the roots of Ukrainian identity, as well as to devastate the hard-
-working Ukrainian countryside. One goal reigned over those aims: suppressing
the struggle for freedom and preventing the rebirth of the statehood.

Yet all the efforts of the enemy ended in defeat. The Ukrainian nation, in spite
of enormous loss, endured and emerged victorious. The work of entire genera-
tions of Ukrainian patriots at the end of the 20™ century brought about Ukrainian
independence.

The crimes against humanity do not fall under a statute of limitations. The
Holodomor, being recognized as genocide committed by the communist dictator-
ship, will be tried in accordance with appropriate laws and subject to the verdict
of the international community. This is the only way for us to prevent similar
tragedies in the future.

Ukraine greatly appreciates the fact that many countries of the world have
recognized the Holodomor as a genocide committed against the people of Ukraine.
Our motto, “Ukraine remembers, the world acknowledges!” thus becomes ever
more vivid.

Over sixty countries have signed the declaration proposed at the General
Assembly of the United Nations condemning the perpetrators of the crime against
the Ukrainian people and paid homage to its victims. A similar declaration was
issued by the Parliamentary Assembly of the OSCE. We view those statements
made by the international community as an expression of widespread solidarity
with our country.

I wish to share my deep gratitude for our Polish friends — politicians,
researchers, journalists, social activists — who have joined us in the efforts to
uncover the scope of the genocide to which the Ukrainians fell victim in the years
1932-1933.

I strongly believe that the work devoted to those efforts will constitute our
common contribution in strengthening the ideals of justice, democracy and
humanism advocated by today’s Europe and the entire civilized world.

P
/2

Viktor Yushchenko
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FROM THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

The Great Famine of the years 1932—1933 is a unique event in the history of
Ukraine, and even today this tragedy is a cause for heated reactions. This publica-
tion, which is the seventh volume in the series entitled “Poland and Ukraine in the
1930’s — 1940’s. Unknown Documents from the Archives of the Secret Services”,
presents archival materials of the Polish and Ukrainian secret services on the situ-
ation in Ukraine during that dramatic period.

In the years of the Stalinist regime, the Ukrainian nation was exposed to cruel
repression. Today it can be stated with certainty that among all the “brotherly repub-
lics” of the former USSR, Soviet Ukraine suffered the heaviest losses in human life.
Questions continue to arise concerning the sources and the circumstances in that ca-
tastrophe, as scholars in various countries work to provide credible answers to those
issues. A dispute over the number of the victims is an element of that process.

One claim is indisputable: the Ukrainian famine of the years 1932-1933 can
neither be forgotten nor ignored. It was an important link in a chain of catastro-
phes which struck Europe in the 20™ century. It came to be reflected in the dec-
larations adopted by the governments and parliaments of numerous states which
recognize the famine of the 1930’s as genocide committed against the people of
Ukraine. On 28 November 2006, such a resolution was adopted by the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine, and on 16 March 2006, a similar document was adopted by the
Senate of the Republic of Poland, followed, on 6 December 2006 by the Lower
House of the Polish Parliament.

Knowledge of the Holodomor is growing constantly, as new documents are
made public, disclosing the activities of the top leaders of the USSR in the years
1932—-1933 and the working methods of the local apparatchiks, particularly those
with roots in the Soviet party nomenklatura of the Ukrainian SSR. This knowl-
edge fosters understanding of the mechanisms behind the crime and understand-
ing of the means through which the Stalinist regime would destroy the Ukrainian
nationhood, justifying it with the necessity of social modernization while, in fact,
aiming to completely subordinate and humiliate Ukraine. The documents made
available give clear proof to the doctrinal and immediate motive driving the com-
munist establishment while allowing for the reconstruction of the contemporary
situation both at the macro- as well as the micro-level. It is worth emphasizing
that different regions of the USSR in the years 1932—-1933 would witness much
different approaches taken by the authorities to fit with the specific conditions of
each region.

The available Ukrainian literature on the subject is truly voluminous. A list
of the most fundamental syntheses and monographs would run for many pages.
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In the émigré circles — in Canada, the United States and Germany, Ukrainian
researchers have pursued the subject of the Holodomor since the 1930’s. In
Ukraine, for understandable reasons, the matter, as well as the issue of Stalin-
ist repression, would only come forth as a subject of research at the very end of
the 1980’s. Pioneering work has been undertaken by professors Stanislav Kulchyt-
sky', Yuriy Shapoval?, and others®. An important contribution to the understand-
ing of the rationale behind the Holodomor, how it was carried out and what were
its effects in Ukraine in the first half of the 1930’s came with the work of a number
of scholars: Canadian — Professor Roman Serbyn®, Italian — Professor Andrea
Graziosi®, American — Professor Terry Martin®, and French — Frangois Meslé and
Jean Vallin’. Recent years have witnessed growing interest in the Holodomor of
1932-1933 among German historians®.

! See: C. Kympunuskuit, o oyinku cmanosuwa 6 cinecokomy cocnodapcmei YPCP ¢ 1931—
—1933 pp., «Ykpaincekuii icropuunuii xkypHam» 1988, no. 3; Idem, 1933: Tpazedis conody, Kiev 1989;
Idem, Lina «senuxoeo nepenomy», Kiev 1991; Idem, Miswc osoma sitinamu, Kiev 1999; Idem, ITouemy on
nac ynuumooican? Cmanun u ykpaunckuii I'onooomop, Kiev 2007; Idem, I'onodomop 1932—1933 pp. sk
2eHoyud: mpyonowi yceioomuenns, Kiev 2007.

2 See: IO. llanoan, Yezco nam 6osmoca?, «Ipasna Ykpauns», 20 September 1987; Idem, Luegen
und Schweigen. Die unterdrueckte Erinnerung an den Holodomor, “Osteuropa”, no. 54, December
2004, pp. 131-145; Idem, The Significance of Newly Discovered Archival Documents for Understanding
the Causes and Consequences of the Famine-Genocide of 1932—1933 in Ukraine [in:] T. Hunczak and
R. Serbyn (eds.) Famine in Ukraine 1932—1933: Genocide by Other Means, New York 2007, pp. 84—
—97. See also: B. Bacunbes, 10. lanosan (eds.), Komanoupu eenuxozo 2on0dy. Iloizoku B. Moromosa
i JI. Kacanosuua 6 Ykpainy ma na lieniunuii Kasxas. 1932—1933 pp., Kiev 2001; Y. Shapoval (ed.), The
Famine-Genocide of 1932—1933 in Ukraine, Kiev—Kingston 2005; I 'onooomop 1932—1933. Mamepianu
0o bibnioepadii, http://www.archives.gov.ua/Sections/Famine/.

3 See: T'onoo — eenoyuo 1933 poky 6 Yipaini: icmopuko-nonimuunuil aHaiz coyianrbHo-0emoa-
pagiunux ma MopanbHO-NCUXOLOIYHUX HACTIOKIE. Midcnapoona HayKkogo-meopemuina Kongepenyis.
Kuis, 28 nucmonaoa 1998, Kiev 2000; Tpu conooomopu 6 Yrpaini 6 XX cmonimmi: no2nso i3 cbo2ooen-
Hs. Mamepianu misxcnapoonoi naykoeoi kongpepenyii, Kiev 2003; B. I. Mapouko, «Topecun»: 30noma
yina slcummsi YKpaincokux ceisn y poxku 20100y (1932—1933), «YkpaiHCbKUH ICTOPUYHUHN KYpPHAI»
2003, no. 3; B. Bacunwes, Llina 2on00n020 xniba norimuxa xepishuymea CPCP i YPCP ¢ 1932—
—1933 pp. [in:] B. Bacunses, 0. lllanosan (eds.), Komanoupu eenuxoeo cono0y. Ioizoxku B. Moromosa
i JI. Kaeanosuua ¢ Yxpainy ma na Iieniunuii Kasras. 1932—1933 pp., Kiev 2001.

4 R. Serbyn, The Ukrainian Famine of 1932—1933 as Genocide in the Light of the UN Convention
of 1948, “The Ukrainian Quarterly”, vol. LXII, no. 2, Summer 2006, pp. 186-210.

> A. Graziosi (ed.), “Lettres de Khar’kov.” La famine en Ukraine et dans le Caucase du Nord
a travers les rapports des diplomates italiens, 1932—1934, “Cahiers du monde russe” 1989, no. 1/2; Idem
(ed.), Lettere da Kharkiv. La carestia in Ucraina e nel Caucaso del Nord nei rapporti dei diplomatici
italiani, 1932—1933, Torino 1991; Idem, Conseguenze e implicazioni della “grande carestia” del 1932—
—1933 [in:] La morte della terra: La grande “carestia” in Ucraina nel 1932—1933. Atti del Convegno Vi-
cenza, 16—18 ottobre 2003, Roma 2004; Idem, /Jo uumauie yxpaincoxozo eudanns «JIucmis 3 Xapxkosa»
[in:] Jlucmu 3 Xaprosa. I'onoo ¢ Vkpaini ma na Ilieniunomy Kaskasi 6 nogsioomienuax imaniticbkux
ouniomamis, 1932—1933 pp., Kharkiv 2007.

¢ T. Martin, The Affirmative Action Empire. Nations and Nationalism in the Soviet Union, 1923—
—1939, Ithaca—London 2001; Idem, The 1932—1933 Ukrainian Terror: New Documentation on Surveil-
lance and the Thought Process of Stalin [in:] Famine-Genocide in Ukraine 1932—1933, Toronto 2003.

7 F. Meslé, J. Vallin, Mortalité et causes de déces en Ukraine au XX¢ siecle, Paris 2003, Ukrainian
edition: C. [lupoxxkosa (ed.), Cuepmuicmv ma npuuunu cmepmi 6 Yxpaini y XX cmonimmi, Kiev 2008.

8 See the special edition of the periodical “Osteuropa™ Vernichtung durch Hunger: Der Holodo-
morin der Ukraine und der UdSSR, “Osteuropa”, no. 54, December 2004.
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It seems equally proper to note the work of an American scholar, James Mace,
who came to Kiev at the beginning of the 1990’s and continued his research there
for several years. Mace would frequently touch on matters relating to the Holodo-
mor, analyzing its various aspects’.

An undeniably important contribution to a more wide-spread public know-
ledge of the problems of collectivization and famine came with Robert Conquest’s
Harvest of Sorrow. Soviet Collectivization and the Terror Famine (New York
1986)'°. Seventeen years after the publication of Conquest’s monograph, a col-
lection of utmost importance was released in Ukraine by a group of Ukrainian
researchers under the title /0100 1932—1933 pokie 6 Yxpaini: npuuunu i hacrioku
(Kiev 2003).

Pointing to primary sources, the most valuable collection is found in the
second volume of /000 1932—1933 poxie na Yxpaini ouuma icmopuxie, Moo
ooxymenmis (Kiev 1990), which includes the Communist party documents from
the Central State Archive of Public Organizations of Ukraine (TsDAHO). Docu-
ments from that archive, along with those from the State Archive of the Poltava
Oblast (DAPO) have been published in a collection of texts by Dmytro Solovey on
the matter of the Holodomor''. Another work of great significance for researchers
was the Konexmuseizayis i 20100 na Yxpaini, 1929—1933, 30ipnux 0oxymenmie
i mamepianie (Kiev 1993), which includes documents from the Central State
Archive of the Highest Organs of Government and Administration (TsDAVO).
A number of documents from the TsSDAVO were also published in the 1989-1990
issues of «YKpaiHCbKUI ICTOPUYHUMN Ky PHAID).

In Ukraine, recent years have brought the opening of a number of archives,
including the Separate State Archive of the Security Service of the Ukraine (HDA
SBU). In 2006, a collection of primary materials which had been denied to re-
searchers for all those years were declassified. Thus, the employees of the Soviet
security services have unwillingly turned out to be the period’s chroniclers, with
the documents prepared by them serving as witness to the contemporary situation
in the Ukrainian countryside, transmitting the orders issued by the authorities and
their own efforts at implementation, giving accounts of the growing social unrest,
administering repression aimed at pacifying said unrest and undertaking efforts
to prevent the “leakage” of true information regarding the nature and scope of the
famine. Some of those documents have been published in a collection of primary
sources by the employees of the SSU".

Among all the primary sources, two other publications merit noting. 33-u:
Tonoo. Hapoona xnuea-memopian (Kiev 1991), which comprises accounts of the

® Compare: Jens i giunicmo [oicetinca Meiica, Kiev 2005.

10 Ukrainian edition: JKnusea ckopbomu. Padsinceka korexkmusizayis i 2onooomop, Kiev 1993.

' 10. anosaiu, O. FOpenko (eds.), . Conoseit, Ckazamu npasdy. Tpu npayi npo 201000mop
1932—-1933 poxis, Kiev—Poltava 2005.

12 Pozcexkpeuena nam’smo: F'orooomop 1932—1933 poxise ¢ Vrpaini ¢ doxymenmax I'I1Y-HKB/I,
Kiev 2007 (second edition — Kiev 2008).
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witnesses of the events'®, and Vkpaincoxuii F'onoxocm 1932—1933, Ceiouenns mux,
xmo eudcug (v. 1-2, Kiev 2003-2004).

The documents regarding the famine that have not been published in Ukraine
should also be mentioned. A particularly important publication is that of the doc-
uments of the British Foreign Office commemorating the 55" anniversary of the
great tragedy: The Foreign Olffice and the Famine. British Documents on Ukraine
and the Great Famine of 1932—1933 (Kingston—New York 1988). The same year
marked the release of primary sources from the German Foreign Ministry, col-
lected under the title Der ukrainische Hunger-Holocaust. Stalins Verschwiegener
Vélkenmord 1932/1933 an 7 Milionen ukrainischen Bauern im Spiegel geheim-
gehaltener Akten des deutschen Auswdrtigen Amtes (Sonnenbiihl 1988). In the
year following that anniversary, an Italian scholar, professor Andrea Graziosi,
published reports by the Ttalian diplomats who served in Soviet Ukraine'* at that
time.

The Polish literature on the subject is much less voluminous than the Ukra-
inian, even though publications on such issues as collectivization in the Ukrainian
SSR were already available before WWII. Polish researchers would also have the
opportunity to take up the subject only after 1989. The issues of collectivization
and the famine resulting in its aftermath have been explored primarily by Robert
Kusnierz and Czestaw Rajca’®. A short article on that very subject has been pub-
lished by a renowned scholar of Polish-Ukrainian relations, Ryszard Torzecki, in
the “Warszawskie Zeszyty Ukrainoznawcze.”'® As for the Polish minority in the
Ukrainian SSR during the famine, two publications of primary sources are avail-
able: Gtod i represje wobec ludnosci polskiej na Ukrainie 1932—1947. Relacje
(Lublin 2005), and Polacy na Ukrainie (part 1: 19171939, v. 1-5, Przemysl 1998—
—2005).

Following the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia in October 1917, Vladimir
Lenin and his party consequently strove to increase the territory of the “Soviet
State.” One of the principal objects of that expansion was the newly established
The Ukrainian People’s Republic (UNR). In January 1918, the Bolshevik army
made its first attempt at occupying Ukraine. Each entry into the Ukrainian ter-
ritories was followed by a wave of bloody terror justified with a fight against the

13 French edition: 1933, L'année noire. Témoignages sur la famine en Ukraine, Paris 2000.

4 A. Graziosi (ed.), “Lettres de Khar’kov.” La famine en Ukraine et dans le Caucase du Nord
a travers les rapports des diplomates italiens, 1932—1934, “Cahiers du monde russe” 1989, no. 1/2.

5 R. Kusnierz, Propaganda radziecka w okresie Wielkiego Glodu na Ukrainie (1932—1933),
»Dzieje Najnowsze” 2004, no. 4; Idem, Ukraina w latach kolektywizacji i Wielkiego Glodu (1929—1933),
Torun 2005; C. Rajca, Gfod na Ukrainie, Lublin 2005; Idem, Zaglada chtopow na Ukrainie w 1933
roku, “Zeszyty Majdanka” 1993, vol. XV.

16 R. Torzecki, Wielki gtéd na Ukrainie w latach 1931-1933, “Warszawskie Zeszyty Ukrainoznaw-
cze” 1994, vol. 2.
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“Ukrainian bourgeois nationalist counterrevolution.” As a result, the Bolsheviks
managed to gain control over a significant part of Ukraine, establishing an alleg-
edly independent Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. Towards the end of 1922,
the partly reestablished empire had been given a federal form as the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, of which the Ukrainian SSR was an integral part.

Until 1921, the territories occupied by the Red Army, including Ukraine,
had seen the implementation of the so called war-time communism policy which
sanctioned the requisition of all surplus agricultural products from the peas-
ants. In fact, it came down to complete confiscation of the entire produce of the
countryside farms. This resulted in a growing economic collapse, which, further
strengthened by the drought of 1921 and the war effort, led to a famine striking
Russia and Ukraine, among other regions, in the years 1921-1923.

The famine, as well as the growing discontent among the peasants, forced
Lenin to proclaim the New Economic Policy (NEP) in March 1921. Claiming
for a long time that there was no famine in the Ukrainian SSR, Lenin would only
exacerbate the situation by continually increasing the quota of grain to be sent to
the starving Volga Region, Moscow and Petrograd.

As aresult of the Holodomor, political and social life, as well as any forms of
active resistance against the Bolshevik policies in Ukraine, were entirely para-
lyzed.

Following the introduction of the NEP, the Ukrainian countryside could prof-
it from a degree of economic freedom. Parallel to this, the Bolsheviks pursued
a policy of “reaching to the roots” — which, in the Ukrainian SSR, would at first
take the form of Ukrainization — a policy of national and cultural liberalization
that aimed to bring the mainly non-Ukrainian party and state apparatus closer to
the people. This in fact improved the situation in the Ukrainian SSR, as well as in
the entire USSR. Yet already by 1926, the fight against the “Ukrainian national-
ist counterrevolution” became one of the predominant goals of the local branch
of the Bolshevik special service — the State Political Directorate (GPU) of the
Ukrainian SSR.

The goal was pursued by means of collecting operational materials concerning
the principal supporters of the “Ukrainian nationalist counterrevolution” — intel-
ligentsia, high clergy and the faithful of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox
Church (UAOC), the socially active inhabitants of the countryside and the army
staff, particularly those who, in the years 1917-1921, served in the Ukrainian
Central Council, the army of Hetman Pavlo Skoropadskyi, the Ukrainian Galician
Army (UHA), the UNR army, or who participated in the revolutionary movement.
This was followed by the next phase, with a policy of acting on the “discrediting
materials” — or in other terms, turning to mass-scale political repression.

The process of communization of the Ukrainian SSR through the destruction
of the fundamentals of Ukrainian rural community life, or the collectivization of
individual farms, was met with active resistance from the wealthy and prospering
farm owners (“Kulaks” and “Sredniaki”). This had an effect on the social engage-
ment of the nation-oriented intelligentsia, which always cultivated close ties with
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the people, holding the flag of advocate of peasants’ interests. Those circles thus
grew strongly critical of Bolshevism.

The problem of most crucial importance was that of grain supplies. Towards
the latter months of 1927, the Secretary General of the CC AUCP(b), Joseph Sta-
lin, carried out the decision to force the peasants to give their grain supplies to
the state under the threat of stigmatizing the insubordinates as “enemies of So-
viet authority.” They would be subject to a variety of sanctions — beginning with
a fine and going as far as a complete confiscation of property, “dekulakization”
and deportation.

Crop failure, brutality in dealing with the peasants and state-controlled pur-
chasing of grain all led to a deterioration of the market for food produce. In many
of the administrative regions of the Ukrainian SSR, particularly the south-western
ones, which had already experienced similar calamities in the period 1921-1923,
the year 1928 brought famine'. Even this could hardly stop Stalin. In the years
that followed, he would escalate the violence further.

In the period spanning from 1929 to 1934, the organs of the GPU of the
Ukrainian SSR have opened a number of group criminal cases directed against:
the Association for the Liberation of Ukraine (ALU, 1929-1930), “the counterrev-
olutionary pest organization active in Ukrainian agriculture” (1930), “the offic-
ers’ counterrevolutionary organization” (“Vesna”, 1930—1931), Ukrainian Nation-
alistic Center (UNTs, 1930—1932), Peasants’ Labor Party (TSR, 1931), Ukrainian
Military Organization (UVO, 1932—-1933), Polish Military Organization (POW,
1932—1934) and many others.

As a result of those operations, thousands of people suffered from repression,
among them many representatives of the old Ukrainian pro-communist intelli-
gentsia, who had left a permanent mark on Ukraine’s political history (in the ef-
forts to establish Ukrainian statehood in the years 1917-1920), and who played
an important social role in various areas of life under the Ukrainian SSR — in sci-
ence, education, culture, as well as in managing various spheres of the economy,
including agriculture.

In parallel, a decisive blow was dealt to the Ukrainian peasants — “Kulaks”,
“Kulak and Petliura-supporting elements” — thus breaking the political backbone
for a potentially recreated Ukrainian People’s Republic or any other democratic
statehood in Ukraine. The mass repression, through manipulation of state-control-
led grain purchases and confiscation of all produce from peasants, aimed against
the Ukrainian countryside, which was by default a security zone for all those
“counterrevolutionary risings”, was turned into total terror — a terror by hunger.

“Dekulakization” of farms and the elimination of the so-called Kulaks, or
wealthy peasants, was an integral part of collectivization. “Dekulakization”
served two principal purposes: the land and stock taken away from the “Kulaks”

17 Researchers estimate that up to three million people suffered from starvation at the time, see:
C. Kynbunupkuii, Mioww osoma sivinamu, Kiev 1999; lonodomopu ¢ Vkpaini 1921-1923, 1932—1933,
1946—1947: 3nouunu npomu napooy, Kiev 2000.
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became the fundamental material for the newly created kolkhozy and sovkhozy,
while serving as a warning for those who did not want to sign up to collective
farms. Thus the “Kulaks” were to become a justification for unlawful methods
pursued by the government with which peasants were forced to enter the collec-
tives and give the grain to the state. The Bolshevik rule, unable to fight the peas-
ants openly on the “khlebozagotovka front” (the forced grain deliveries), needed
a make-believe enemy — the “Kulak”. Soviet law did in fact produce a definition
qualifying individuals as “Kulaks”, or their agents, yet in the Bolshevik reality,
any and every peasant “could be fitted” into that definition.

On 30 January 1930, the CC AUCP(b) issued a decree on the fight with the
“Kulaks”. The Bolshevik authorities divided the “Kulaks” into three groups. The
first one included the “counterrevolutionary Kulak activists”, who were to be
eliminated immediately — shot or deported to labor camps. This mainly included
those peasants who were active in the insurgency movement and the anti-kolkhoz
opposition, as well as those who, for example, were responsible for initiating at-
tacks on party activists or stealing communized property. The second category
included the wealthiest of the “Kulaks” and “middle-size landowners” (Russian:
polupomieshtchiki), who were subject to deportation to far-away regions of the
USSR. According to the decree of the CC, “Kulaks” in that category, once de-
ported, were to be put to work in agriculture or industry. The third category en-
compassed the “middle-class” farm owners, who were to be deported beyond the
borders of the kolkhozy. They were to be given land in the villages in which they
formerly lived or other villages in the same region. They would only be left with
the most basic means of production to be able to work their land. In their new
place of living, the “Kulaks” of this category were allowed to form communities
of no more than 10-20 families.

In total, according to the data from 1934, the “policy of eliminating the Ku-
laks” in the Ukrainian SSR led to a collapse of some 200,000 “Kulak™ farms. This
constituted a vivid example of the war waged by the Bolshevik authorities against
the peasants's.

The method of introducing collectivization resulted in helplessness, anger
and at times resistance from the peasants. Some of the farmers sold their farms
and escaped to towns. Those who stayed would often ruin what belonged to them.
There was large-scale destruction of farming tools. Some would set their own
property on fire and kill the livestock so as not to turn it over to the kolkhoz
for free. At times there would be fighting when the helpless peasants took to
arms. In order to pacify the people, militia and the GPU forces were supported by
the army.

In a report describing the political situation in the Ukrainian SSR resulting
from “the intention to eliminate the Kulaks as a social class” in the period from

8 Paosancerka Ykpaina na nosomy nionecenni. Honimuunuii 36im LK KII(6)Y XII 3°i3006i KI1(6)Y.
Jlonogiob mos. I1. I1. Ilocmuwesa, «<KomyHict», 24 January 1934. For 1 June 1930, the number of “deku-
lakized” estates totaled 90 thousand.
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20 January to 12 February 1930, the Chairman of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR,
Vsevolod Balytsky wrote that in January, some 37 demonstrations took place,
bringing together 12,000 people. On 9 February 1930, 11,865 people were ar-
rested, with peasants participating in 40 military acts in response to the policy of
“dekulakization”. According to the data compiled by the GPU of the Ukrainian
SSR for 19 March 1930, only in the period from 1 February to 15 March 1930,
25,000 peasants were arrested for participating in anti-Soviet manifestations, of
which 656 were shot and 3673 deported to labor camps'.

Balytsky was even forced to preside over the “operational staff” established
with the aim of combating the protests in the countryside and personally directed
their pacification in various regions of Soviet Ukraine. In order no. 74 issued
by the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR (dated 31 March 1930), Balytsky underlined
that “on 19 March 1930, thanks to the organs of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR
and with active participation of the poor and peasant activists, the operation of
deporting the “Kulaks” from the Ukrainian regions subject to total collectiviza-
tion has been completed. In spite of a really tight schedule, lack of experience in
conducting this type of mass operation, as well as numerous difficulties, the ac-
tion of deporting the Kulaks from Ukraine has been conducted in a satisfactory
manner. The work has been completed in a timely manner and the plan regarding
the number of deportations from Kulak farms has been exceeded [...].”*°

The primary goal of collectivization of farms was to guarantee an undisrup-
ted supply of grain to the state. Despite the ruin inflicted on Ukrainian agriculture
as part of the quota supplied by the Ukrainian SSR, approximately 7.7 million
tons of grain were sent out in 1930 and 7 million in 19312, The harvests brought,
respectively, 23 million tons in 1930 and 18 million tons in 1931%2. Besides the
losses, which in 1931 amounted to approximately 30-40% of the harvest®, over
half of the harvested grain was sent out from the Ukrainian SSR. According to
some calculations, the peasants were left with an average of 300 grams of grain
a day per person*. However, before the grain could reach the peasants, the set
quota needed to be fulfilled, the kolkhozy had to stock supplies and pay for all
kinds of services. Thus, it was only to be expected that in the winter of 1931-1932,
Ukraine would be struck by famine.

Soviet Ukraine, together with the regions of North Caucasus, supplied over
half of the grain harvested in the USSR. In 1931, Stalin pointed out that in Ukraine
“a number of fertile regions were on territories struck by destruction and hun-

9 A. Graziosi, Collectivisation, révoltes paysannes et politiques gouvernementales a travers les
rapports du GPU d’Ukraine de février — mars 1930, “Cahiers du monde russe” 1994, no. 3, pp. 579—
-580.

2 HDA SBU, Spr. 2174, p. 31.

2l R. Kusénierz, Ukraina..., Torun 2005, p. 102.

2 Ibidem.

% Compare: “Pravda”, 7, 9 July 1932.

24 B. Mauninkosud, 1 0100 6 Yrpaini, «Cydacuicte» 1983, no. 10, p. 19.
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ger.”® Regardless of that fact, the Kremlin still believed that the Ukrainian SSR
held vast supplies of food produce, allegedly kept hidden from the state by the
kolkhozy and individual farms. Already by 1931, the state-administered plans for
grain purchases had been limited for many of the mountain regions of the Urals,
the Volga Region and Kazakhstan, yet not for Soviet Ukraine or North Caucasus.
In 1931, Ukraine delivered less grain than in 1930, while over 150,000 people died
in the republic?.

Disregarding the disturbing statistical data, in January 1932, Stalin absolutely
demanded that the plans for state-administered purchasing of grain to be fulfilled.
In a special decree of the CC AUCP(b), the month of February 1932 was overly
hailed as the month of victorious completion of the khlebozagotovka. At the turn
of March, Ukrainian villages witnessed large numbers of people starving, while
in towns, parents would abandon their children, the most dramatic sign of the
oncoming catastrophe. This, however, put no halt to the policies pursued by com-
munist authorities. Disregarding the hunger, in the winter and spring of 1932, the
Bolshevik government placed only a slightly less demanding quota of grain to be
supplied by Ukraine. It amounted to 6.3 million tons, which in itself was unre-
alistic. According to the official statistical data, in July 1932, the Ukrainian SSR
managed to fulfill a mere 15.6% of the plan for grain deliveries?’.

Aiming to increase the grain supplies, ever harsher means of repression
against the peasants were instituted. The most drastic step came with a decree
dated 7 August 1932, prepared personally by Stalin, later approved by the Central
Executive Committee and the Council of People’s Commissars of the USSR, “On
safeguarding the property of state-run companies, kolkhozy, cooperatives and the
strengthening of social (socialist) ownership.” The decree provided for the death
penalty by shooting and a confiscation of the entire property as a punishment for
stealing the property of the kolkhoz or cooperative or goods carried by ships and
rail. Under mitigating circumstances, this could be turned into a minimum of
10 years jail sentence with a confiscation of the entire property. Those sentenced
for the above crime could not be subject to amnesty.

The abovementioned decree also provided for a sentence of 5 to 10 years in
a labor camp for “Kulak-capitalist elements” who have used physical force and
threats against kolkhozniki in an attempt to convince them to leave the kolkhozy,
or who have threatened to do so. The decree allowed for punishing people with
a death sentence or years of imprisonment for even the smallest offense. Thus, it
came to be called the “law of five spikes”, as one could be shot or sent to a labor
camp for the theft of even the most minute amounts of grain or other produce,
which was “socialist property”.

% Quoted in: B. Bacuubes, FO. Illanosain (eds.), Komanoupu éeauxoeo 2onody. Ioizoku B. Mono-
moea i JI. Kaeanosuua 6 Yxpainy ma na Iienivnuu Kasxas. 1932—1933 pp., Kiev 2001, p. 23.

20 C. Kynpuniskuii, 1933 pix: cmanincokuti mepop 201000m, «YpspoBuii Kyp’ep», 8 November
2002.

27 R. Kusnierz, Ukraina..., Torun 2005, p. 109.
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By 1 December 1932, in the Ukrainian SSR, 17,710 people had been sentenced
for the theft of grain®®. In a period between mid-August and beginning of Decem-
ber 1932, 1,000 people had been sentenced to death (with 245 executed), 74% of
those tried were sentenced to imprisonment (10% of them receiving a 10-year
sentence and the same amount receiving a sentence of between 5 and 10 years)®.
However, it was not only the courts which punished the peasants for stealing.
There were numerous cases when local activists, guarding the “socialist prop-
erty”, would lynch those suspected of or caught stealing the kolkhoz property.

Aiming for a more effective transfer of quota, harsher repression was also
inflicted on the kolkhoz management, as well as on party and state activists. This
was particularly the case in regions were the grain was not supplied to the pur-
chasing centers. The villages, which did not fulfill their quota, would face various
restrictions: products would not be supplied, trade would cease with all products
removed from the shops supplying the village; kolkhoz trade would be stopped,
no credits would be given or former credits would have to be repaid immedi-
ately. On numerous occasions, other financial obligations of the kolkhozy, the
kolkhozniki or individual peasants would be executed. The authorities of Soviet
Ukraine also turned to other forms of repression, for example, to “purging” the
kolkhozy of “counterrevolutionary elements” which were allegedly responsible
for disruptions in grain deliveries to the purchasing centers.

Stalin gave a clear manifestation of his dissatisfaction with the state of affairs
in his letter dated 11 August 1932, addressed to Lazar Kaganovich. He expressed
his doubt in the loyalty of the party organization in the Ukrainian SSR while
demanding that Ukraine be made to turn over the grain that was — in his claim
— hidden, disregarding all and any potential victims. Pursuing drastic “purges”
was to free the society from “Ukrainian nationalists™.

Despite consequent repression, the grain deliveries at the purchasing centers
did not increase. In order to reach a breakthrough in that area, Stalin sent a spe-
cial commission to the Ukrainian SSR charged with increasing the effectiveness
of the purchasing mechanisms. Thus, in October 1932, Mendel Khatayevich and
Ivan Akulov traveled to Soviet Ukraine. In spite of their presence, Ukraine man-
aged to fulfill only 20.1% of the monthly plan for October. In respect to the yearly
plan, it fulfilled a mere 38.5% of its provisions®.

Due to unimpressive “results” of the work undertaken by the abovementioned
commission, on 22 October 1932, the CC AUCP(b) reached a decision to send an
“extraordinary commission” to the Ukrainian SSR headed by Vyacheslav Molo-
tov. Similar commissions were established for North Caucasus, headed by Lazar
Kaganovich, and for the Volga Region, headed by Pavel Postyshev. It seems worth
mentioning that in the view of Russian researchers, the work of the Postyshev

2 TsDAHO, F. 1, Op. 20, Spr. 5399, pp. 2023, and Spr. 5491, p. 87.

¥ TsDAHO, F. 1, Op. 20, Spr. 5491, pp. 172-174.

30 Cmanun u Kazanosuu. Heusoannasn nepenucka. 1931-1936, Moscow 2001, p. 274.
31 Compare: “Pravda”, 24 September 1932.
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commission was not characterized by the same degree of brutality as the work of
the Molotov commission was. In turn, the pursuits of the Kaganovich commis-
sion struck hardest the Ukrainian inhabitants of Kuban.

Despite Molotov’s efforts, the Ukrainian countryside proved unable to fulfill
the grain quota placed upon it. Thus, on 30 October 1932, the quota for the Ukrain-
ian SSR was decreased. Nevertheless, by 1 December 1932, Soviet Ukraine was
only able to fulfill 63.1% of the yearly plan.

In light of these developments, Stalin called on the Chairman of CP(b)U, Sta-
nislav Kosior, and the Secretary of the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Party Commit-
tee, Vasily Stroganov, to travel to Moscow. As a result of their meeting, the CC
AUCP(b) and the government of the USSR, on 14 December 1932, ordered the
party and government authorities of the Ukrainian SSR to cease the khlebozago-
tovka policy by the end of January 1933. Kosior and the Chairman of the Council
of People’s Commissars of the Ukrainian SSR, Vlas Chubar, were personally
charged with overseeing that the deadline was met*?.

Five days later Moscow decided to aid the authorities of Soviet Ukraine. Aim-
ing to “achieve a breakthrough in the khlebozagotovka policy”, the Kremlin’s
representatives — Pavel Postyshev and Lazar Kaganovich, were sent once again.
The former was charged with a mission to eliminate what euphemistically was
called “temporary economic difficulties”. Postyshev, who in fact would man-
age the Ukrainian SSR until 1937 (Kosior’s position as the formal leader of the
CC CP(b)U was weakened), would blame the very Ukrainians, particularly
“Ukrainian nationalists and “Petliura-supporters”, for the famine. Postyshev,
along with other party activists sent from Russia to “strengthen the cadres”, set
themselves to exploiting the Ukrainian countryside, while, at the same time,
“purging” the party and the society®. In those efforts they were joined by the
GPU of the Ukrainian SSR, headed by Vsevolod Balytsky. By the fall of 1932,
a “mass attack on the class enemy” was advancing, together with an operation of
“disclosing counterrevolutionary centers, responsible for sabotage and disman-
tling the state-run grain purchases and other politico-economic endeavors.”

It was not long before a “counterrevolutionary organization” whose members
turned out to be the agricultural specialists was uncovered in Ukraine. Soon it
was linked to other organizations in Moscow, Rostov and Minsk. Those arrested
were charged with participating in an organization spanning all over the territo-
ries of the entire Union, and which aimed, according to the official statement, “to
ruin the farming and instigate famine in Ukraine.” On 11 March 1933, the College
of the OGPU of the USSR sentenced to death 35 alleged members of the organiza-
tion. It is worth noting that between November 1932 and January 1933, the GPU
of the Ukrainian SSR eliminated 1,208 “sabotage groups” in the kolkhozy**.

32 @, Pynuu (ed. et al.), lon00 1932—1933 poxie na Yipaini: ouuma icmopuxis, Mo80I0 OOKYMEHMis,
Kiev 1990, p. 291.

¥ 10. I. Ianosan, Yikpaina 20—-50-x pokig: cmopinku nenanucanoi icmopii, Kiev 1993; Poscexpe-
uena nam’smo.: 'onodomop 1932—1933 poxis 6 Yrpaini 6 doxymenmax I'lT1Y-HKB/], Kiev 2007.

3 10. 1. lanosan, B. A. 3onorapsos, B. Baruyskuil. Ocoba, uac, omouenns, Kiev 2002, p. 193.
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Yet all this brought no breakthrough, and by 1 January 1933, the Ukrainian
SSR only managed to fulfill 74.5% of the yearly plan. As a result, Stalin decided
to make changes in the leadership of the CP(b)U. In its decision, dated 24 Janu-
ary 1933, CC AUCP(b) stated that Ukraine’s party organization was not able to
manage the tasks of organizing and implementing the grain delivery plan. A par-
ticular critique was directed at the party leadership of three Oblasts: Odessa, Dni-
propetrovsk and Kharkiv. Once again, Moscow made the decision to “strengthen”
the Ukrainian party structure, and particularly the three abovementioned regions.
Postyshev was nominated to the position of Second Secretary of the CC KP(b)U
and the First Secretary of the Oblast Party Committee in Kharkiv. Khatayevich
was promoted to the position of the First Secretary of the Dnipropetrovsk party
organization, while Yevgeny Weger took the same position in the Odessa Ob-
last®.

Despite the changes made to the party leadership, the grain quota was not
met. On 5 February 1933, CC AUCP(b) declared the end of state-administered
grain purchasing in the Ukrainian SSR. From the 1932 harvest in Ukraine, 260.7
million poods of grain were sent out, including 217.9 million from kolkhozy and
individual farms. Only in two oblasts of Ukraine — Vinnytsia and Kiev — did the
kolkhozy and individual farms manage to fulfill the grain quota (decreased on
30 October 1932) placed upon them?.

The polices pursued by the Bolshevik leadership and the local activists, ruth-
lessly depriving the peasants of not only grain but equally all food products, led in
the end to a mass-scale famine, reaching its tragic climax in the spring of 1933.

The local party apparatchiks, as well as representatives of the GPU and the
militia, would regularly pass on the information about the famine. According to
incomplete data reported by the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR on 12 March 1933,
“food problems” were registered in 738 Ukrainian towns and villages. 11,067
families (17,308 persons) were reported to be starving, and 2,487 people starved
to death®”. At the end of February 1933, the GPU Department for the Kiev Oblast
prepared a report for the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR noting that 93,636 adults and
112,199 children were starving in this oblast alone. 47,392 persons were reported
to have swellings from starvation, while 12,801 died from hunger.

The data from the official registers did not give a full account of what was
happening in Ukraine. It needs to be remembered that during the famine, deaths
would often remain unregistered so as “not to inspire panic”.

To escape death by starvation, people ate anything that was edible. Marfa
Zatuliviter from the Chernihiv Oblast recounts: “It was a terrifying spring in
[19]33. People would feed on grass, just like cattle. [...] A third [...] would die from

3 Umoeu xae603azomosox u 3aoauu KII(6)Y ¢ 6opvoe 3a noonsamue cenvbckozo xozsiicmea Yrpau-
uol. [loknao mos. Cm. Kocuopa na nienyme LK BKI1(6), «3BecTus», 15 February 1933.

3% TsDAHO, F. 1, Op. 20, Spr. 237, p. 145, and Spr. 281, p. 201.

37 @. Pynuu (ed. et al.), ['onoo 1932—1933 poxie na Yxpaini: ouuma icmopuxie, Mo6oio OOKyMeHmis,
Kiev 1990, p. 429.

¥ Ibidem, p. 399.
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hunger.”** An official of the communication department with the CC KP(b)U
wrote in his report, dated 1 April 1933, that in the village of Zagrodovka, in
the Vysokopilsky Raion, the inhabitants walked around with sacks and collected
food, carrion and grass. All dogs and cats had been killed and eaten, and people
were even stealing them from one another*.

When there was no more food to be found in a given region, mass-scale deaths
were the reality. A villager from Ukraine would write in a letter to his parents liv-
ing in Poland: “There is such poverty here that it could not get any worse. Every
day, 8-9 people die of starvation. People kill and eat one another. Do not think
that I am writing foolish things. I am writing the truth.” One other witness to the
events, who also had a family in Poland, wrote: “There are 10—20 people dying in
the village every day. I am sure that I will not live through this. At times I think
that it would have been better to die at war with my companions than now by
starvation.™!

The first acts of cannibalism were already reported by early March of 1932.
Many of them were committed by parents who, by killing one of their children,
hoped to save themselves and their other children from death. There were also
organized groups murdering people, who would then be eaten. Yet it is difficult to
offer any estimates on the number of acts of cannibalism that occurred during the
Great Famine in Soviet Ukraine.

The head of the Kiev Oblast GPU would file a report, dated 12 March 1933,
informing the Chairman of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR that he receives
10 or more reports daily on acts of cannibalism committed in the region. Accord-
ing to that document, 69 acts of cannibalism preceded by murder and 54 cases
of corpse-eating had been registered in the Kiev Oblast in the period between
9 January and 12 March 1933. The report underlined, however, that “this data is
clearly incomplete, since in reality such cases are much more numerous.”™ A dif-
ferent report by the Kiev Oblast GPU revealed that prior to March 1, up to 72 acts
of cannibalism and 65 acts of corpse-eating had been registered®.

A similar situation also characterized other regions of Soviet Ukraine. In the
Kharkiv Oblast, before 1 March 1933, nine acts of cannibalism had been reported,
by 1 April 1933 — 58, by 1 May 1933 — 132, by 1 June 1933 — 221. In the Vinnytsia
Oblast, by 7 May 1933, 71 acts of cannibalism had been reported*.

As the famine grew stronger, growing numbers of peasants began leaving
their villages in search of a better future. There were mass-scale migrations to

¥ «Jliteparypra Ykpaina», 27 July 1989.

40 @, Pynuu (ed. etal.), l'onoo 1932—1933 poxie na Yikpaiui: ouuma icmopuxie, Moo 0OKYMeHMIs,
Kiev 1990, p. 479.

4 «Hoswuii wac», 6 May 1933 and 3 June 1933.

42 @, Pynuu (ed. et al.), ['ono0 1932—1933 poxie na Ykpaiui: ouuma icmopuxie, Mo6oo OOKYMeHmIs,
Kiev 1990, pp. 434—435.

4 Tbidem, p. 400. Slightly different data has been reported by the People’s Commissariat for Ag-
riculture of the Ukrainian SSR. By 14 March 11933 it had registered 64 cases of cannibalism preceded
by murder, and 59 cases of corpse-eating.

4 Ibidem, pp. 511, 532.
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towns, with people searching for jobs in industry and looking to purchase food. It
was most readily available in special shops — forgsins®, where products could be
bought with foreign currency, gold, silver or other precious metals. In some towns
and villages, people would rob graves to get gold and other valuables.

The Stalinist regime was most threatened by the fact that peasants took to
fleeing the regions struck by the famine. In June 1932, in one of the letters ad-
dressed to Kaganovich, Stalin manifested his discontent with the fact that “tens
of thousands of Ukrainian kolkhoz peasants continue to scatter around the entire
European territory, thus disintegrating the kolkhozy from within with their com-
plaints and whining.”¢ The Stalinist leadership, not knowing how to deal with the
mass peasant migrations from the countryside, issued a decree introducing inter-
nal passports on 27 December 1932. Without a special residence permit, no one
was allowed to stay for more than 48 hours away from their place of permanent
residence. Peasants, with very few exceptions, were not even entitled to passports,
and thus were forbidden to leave their home villages. The militia was ordered to
detain all peasants who were caught in train stations and towns.

On 22 January 1933, Stalin and Molotov sent a directive to party and state or-
gans in which they underlined that the migration process, which accompanied the
famine, was perpetrated by “the enemies of the Soviet rule, Esers and Polish agents
with the aim of spreading enemy propaganda against kolkhozy and the entire Soviet
rule among the peasants in the northern regions of the USSR.” Thus, the admin-
istrative organs, organs of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR and the GPU in North
Caucasus were ordered to take the necessary steps to prevent mass migrations from
the countryside to other regions. To ensure that those steps were effective, the trans-
portation units of the OGPU USSR were issued appropriate orders®’.

Following the decision made by the central authorities, on 23 January 1933,
the CC KP(b)U and the government of the Ukrainian SSR banned the peasants
from leaving the borders of the Ukrainian SSR. Furthermore, in the fall of 1932
and winter of 1933, with the help of internal army detachments and militia, the

4 Torgsin — All-Union Association for Trade with Foreigners. On 29 June 1932, an All-Ukrainian
Bureau of Torgsin was established. A network of shops had been operating earlier, serving not only for-
eigners but USSR nationals as well. Food and other products could be bought with hard currency. With
time, the main goal of the Torgsin was narrowed to taking gold and other valuables away from the peo-
ple; it was with that aim that the network of shops was expanded. In October 1933, 263 branches were
operational, each possessing a number of small shops (kiosks), purchasing centers and branch offices. In
1931, the Torgsin network managed to transfer 6 million rubles in hard currency to the State Treasury, in
1932 a further 50 million, and in 1933 — 107 million rubles in hard currency rubles. The peasants would
bring in silver and gold crosses, wedding rings, earrings and other family valuables. In a single day,
some centers would acquire as much as 800 kilograms of gold, all of which was classified as the lowest
category of purity, although a higher one would be put down in the registers. Of the 107 million rubles
in hard currency, 86 million came from internal revenues. See: B. 1. Mapouxo, « Topecuny: 3onoma yina
JICUMmMsL YKPAIHCbKUX celsan y poku 20100y (1932—1933), «Ykpaincekuid ictopuuHuit sxypHaam» 2003,
no. 3; E. Osokina, Torgsin — de ["or pour ['industrialisation, “Cahiers du monde russe” 2006, no. 4.

4 Cmanun u Kaeanosuy. Heusoannas nepenucka. 1931-1936, Moscow 2001, p. 179.

47 Tpazeous cogemckoii Oepesnu. Konnexmususzayus u packyrauueanue. JJokymMeHmol u Mamepua-
avl 6 5 momax. 1927-1939, vol. 3. (Konery 1930—-1933), Moscow 2001, pp. 634—635.
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borders of the Ukrainian SSR were blocked preventing all food produce trans-
ports. The border blockade also made it impossible for individual persons to bring
in food products from the RSFSR and BSSR into the territory of the Ukrainian
SSR. The regime thus turned Ukraine into a starving ghetto. None of the other
Soviet republics at the time were subjected to such sanctions.

As mentioned, the Bolshevik authorities did not recognize the famine as
a reality — neither in Ukraine nor in any other region of the Soviet Union. In the
USSR, the official propaganda and the officially published statistical data were
not only silent on the subject of the famine in the early 1930’s, but equally avoided
any references to “hunger”. Instead, there would be references to “unregistered
deaths”. Thus, with few exceptions, there were no precise statistical records re-
garding the number of victims of starvation, while the available data was inac-
curate and prone to underestimations. It also needs to be accounted for that those
charged with updating the birth and death registers would often themselves die
of starvation, leaving no one to attend to statistical records. In numerous cases
when deaths were in fact registered, the recorded cause of death was the following
information: “age”, “weakness”, “not known”, as well as more striking ones: “lied
down to rest and died”.

The famine of 1932-1933 was man-made. It was not a result of some cata-
clysm — war, drought, etc. — but a consequence of Bolshevik policies towards the
countryside.

The crime that followed, which once again falls on the shoulders of the Bolshe-
vik leadership, was that the authorities did not officially recognize that the famine
was occurring in the country and that they rejected any outside help — both from
Ukrainian organizations as well as international ones*s. However, it is true that
most of the western countries, wishing to keep the relations with the USSR on the
best possible footing for economic reasons, as well as due to the growing threat
from Hitler’s Germany, held the position that the famine was Bolsheviks’ internal
problem. Nevertheless, one could hear individuals in the West speaking the truth
about what happened in Ukraine. For example, on 21 November 1933, Malcolm
Muggeridge, a correspondent for the “Manchester Guardian”, wrote: “Regarding
the famine, an honest observer can not claim that the villages which I visited suf-
fer from famine today, yet equally it can not be denied that the famine occurred,
and not on an insignificant scale, mainly in April and May... We can readily assert
that no other province suffered more than Ukraine and North Caucasus.”™

4 For more on the subject, see: P. Kycouex, Yuacmo ykpainceroi epomadcokocmi Honvwi 6 do-
NOMO208UX MA NPOMECMAYITHUX AKYIAX npomu 201000Mopy 6 Yrpaini, «YKpaiHCbKUH ICTOPUYHUN
skypHaim» 2005, no. 2, pp. 131-141; Idem, Jlvsiscora ykpaincovra npeca npo 2onooomop ¢ YCPP, «Yxpa-
THCBKMI icTopuuHui xypHam» 2006, no. 3, pp. 199-209; R. Wysocki, Postawa spotecznosci ukrain-
skiej w Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej wobec ,wielkiego gtodu” na Ukrainie w latach 1932—1933, “Annales
Universitas Mariae Curie-Sklodowska” 2005, vol. LX, sectio F, pp. 451-464; . Manyra, /Jonomoca
yrpainyie Ionvwi nomepninum 6io conooomopy 1932—1933 pp. [in:] I1. Opnenxo (ed.) Tpu conodomopu
6 Yrpaini 6 XX cm.: noenao iz cvocodenns. Mamepianu misgcnapoonoi naykoeoi konghepenyii (7 XI
2002 p. y Kuiscokomy HayionanvHhomy yHieepcumemi im. T. [lleeuenxa), Kiev 2003, pp. 233-251.

4 Quoted in: FO. lanosan, Hesuzadani icmopii, Kiev 2001, pp. 84-85.

41

Holodomor English.indd 41 @ 2009-10-28 12:53:00



This volume presents documents that, in their majority, were never published.
Thus they should contribute to increasing knowledge and broadening the collec-
tion of available primary sources for further research on the famine in 1930’s in
Ukraine and the USSR.

This collection comprises 230 documents. They include documents of the
Polish intelligence, diplomatic corps, police and administration which are part
of the collections of the Central Military Archive (Centralne Archiwum Woj-
skowe — CAW) in Warsaw (33 documents), Archives of Contemporary Records
(Archiwum Akt Nowych — AAN) in Warsaw (5 documents), Central State Histo-
rical Archive of Ukraine (LlenTpasibHuii IepKaBHUM ICTOPUYHUE apxiB YKpaiHu
— TsDIAL) in Lviv (3 documents), State Archive of the Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast
(Hdepxapuuit apxiB IBano-®pankiscbkoi obmacti — DAIFO) in Ivano-Franki-
vsk (20 documents), State Archive of the Volhynia Oblast ([lepxaBHuii apxiB
Bonuncekoi oomacti — DAVO) in Lutsk (17 documents), State Archive of the Ter-
nopil Oblast (depxaBauii apxiB Teprominbebkoi obmacti — DATO) in Ternopil
(18 documents), as well as documents prepared by the security organs of OGPU/
NKVD of USSR from the SSU archive (134 documents). A number of the docu-
ments (from AAN and CAW) have been published previously™.

The documents from the SSU archives comprise mainly agentura reports,
guidelines, statements, but also protocols of interrogation conducted by security
service officers, as well as indictment documents prepared by investigating offic-
ers. Among the most interesting materials are the two documents regarding a visit
paid by a French statesman, Edouard Herriot to the Ukrainian SSR (documents
no. 138, 139). Alongside reports on the former Prime Minister’s visit to Odessa
and the information on the operational security steps taken regarding the visit,
there are also accounts of local community reactions to that event.

Among other documents from the SSU archives, those produced by the PP
OGPU Crimea merit particular attention. They give witness to the scope of activ-
ity carried out by the security organs operating beyond the Ukrainian SSR which
were nevertheless directly involved in perpetrating the catastrophe. A vivid ex-
ample of the scale of the Bolsheviks’ counterrevolutionary psychosis at the time
when the famine was decimating the population of Ukraine is given by a docu-
ment produced in January 1933 in Moscow, informing about the illegal organiza-
tions uncovered and eliminated by the OGPU of the USSR (document no. 93).

Especially interesting are the documents of the GPU presenting information
and agent reports on the German minority in the Ukrainian SSR (among them

30 R. Kusnierz, G#6d na Ukrainie w latach 1932—1933 w swietle zbioréw Archiwum Akt Nowych
oraz Centralnego Archiwum Wojskowego w Warszawie, ,,Dzieje Najnowsze” 2007, no. 2, pp. 129-159;
Idem, Pomor w ,,raju bolszewickim”. Glod na Ukrainie w latach 1932—1933 w swietle polskich doku-
mentow dyplomatycznych i dokumentow wywiadu, Torun 2008.
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documents no. 40, 42, 80, 87, 99 and 187). Polish readers will certainly have their
attention drawn to the document no. 59, reporting the state of affairs in one of the
Polish colonies in the Odessa Oblast. The numerous agent reports concern the
oblast’s Polish school, its teachers and students.

The documents presenting the views and opinions of foreign diplomats, wit-
nesses to the developments in the Ukrainian SSR at the end of 1920’s and in the
first half of the 1930’s are also exceptional in their significance. As is known
today, the Soviet security organs created an effective information network, posses-
sing agents even among the staff of diplomatic representations. Their reports give
an account of the statements as well as the views of the consular personnel re-
garding the deepening crisis, collectivization and the resulting famine. Moreover,
a portion of the documents from the German diplomatic missions was acquired
by the GPU through operational methods. Those primary sources give clear proof
that the GPU had extensive knowledge of what, when and how information was
being communicated by the embassies to their respective ministries of foreign
affairs in regard to those nations that had established diplomatic relations with
the USSR. Those documents from the SSU archive have been supplemented with
diplomatic and intelligence reports acquired by Section II of the Main Staff of the
Polish Army, held in the Polish archives.

This collection comprises documents which give an account of the growing
crisis in Ukraine when the authorities began its uncompromising attack on the
peasants. Stalin’s “great breakthrough” (the swift industrialization and forced
collectivization) represented such a reckless change of policy that it was bound
to arouse the dissatisfaction and opposition of all social classes. Stalin’s reforms
resulted in opposition within the Bolshevik party, even among its leadership. It
thus comes hardly as a surprise that the authorities met resistance from the peas-
ants, a fact that did not escape the western diplomats from diplomatic missions.
According to one Italian diplomat, offering his opinion in July of 1930, “before
1928 one could think that the government will be capable of escaping the crisis,
yet now, with the last failed undertakings relating to collectivization which have
aroused strong opposition from the people, it is evident that the Soviet authorities
will not cope with the tasks ahead” (document no. 13).

Observing those events as they unfolded, officials from the Japanese Consul-
ate, traveling in 1929 around the selected regions of the Ukrainian SSR, would
report of the food shortages and that, even after taking into account the devas-
tating effects of the war which had only just ended, the standard of living of the
people was further deteriorating (document no. 5). Already by the year 1928, the
staff of the Italian Consulate, writing analytical reports on the authorities’ policy
towards the peasants, made references to the coming famine (document no. 3). In
1930, Turkish diplomats pointed out that the USSR was exporting food produce
for hard currency instead of feeding its own nation, with the entire population be-
ing forced by the government to suffer from starvation (document no. 13).

As can be ascertained, foreign diplomats had sufficient information, which
gave credibility to their assessment of the developments in agriculture, both in
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the USSR and in the Ukrainian SSR. This is quite clear from the cover letter pro-
duced by the OGPU of the USSR, sent in January 1930 to GPU of the Ukrainian
SSR, which accompanies a copy of a report by the German Consul in Odessa.
The report concerns the state-administered purchasing of grain®. The collected
documents and materials confirm most of the pessimistic estimates presented by
the staff of the foreign diplomatic representations regarding the deteriorating so-
cio-economic conditions and the growing hunger which resulted. Those sources,
as well as the accounts of the persons living under those conditions, among whom
it is worth mentioning Ivan Slinko from Myrhorod, who sent Stalin a letter criti-
cizing the latter’s policy towards the countryside (document no. 8), give a better
understanding of the premises behind the oncoming tragedy.

The famine, which struck Ukraine in the winter and spring of 1932, did not
escape the attention of Polish diplomats. “I report — the Polish Consul in Kiev
wrote on 11 May 1932 — that with each day I receive ever more reports on the
famine in regions on the Right-Bank Ukraine, which is particularly severe in the
countryside. According to most recent reports, in towns such as Vinnytsia and
Uman each day there are cases of people being picked up from the street, having
collapsed from feebleness and atrophy. The situation is supposedly worse in the
countryside, where according to a reliable source, plundering and murder for food
are a daily occurrence” (document no. 27).

A number of diplomats pointed that the particularly catastrophic situation in
the Ukrainian SSR was much different than in the southern oblasts of the RSFSR.
The Polish Consul General, traveling from Kharkiv to Moscow in May 1933, re-
ported as follows: “What struck me most during the entire voyage was the differ-
ence in how the countryside and fields of Ukraine look, compared to the neighbor-
ing CChO (Central Chernozem Oblast) or even the unfertile regions of Moscow.
Ukrainian villages are in a state of visible demise, hollowness, abandonment and
utter poverty, the cottages are in ruin, often with torn-down roofs, new dwellings
are nowhere to be found, children and elders are mere skeletons [...] Having found
myself thereafter in the CChO (mainly in the areas of Kursk and Oryol), I had
the impression of having arrived from a Soviet state to Western Europe. There
are many more fields that were plowed and sowed, villages are clean, more neat,
cottages renewed and people in relative well-being and one sees the cattle grazing
(document no. 118).

Equally telling are the words of the Japanese Consul in Odessa, who in June
1932 traveled through the USSR. The diplomat remarked that “[...] the Ukrainian
peasants, as compared to peasants in other republics, make a miserable impres-
sion both because of their torn clothes as well as the emaciated appearance and
pleas for charity; even on main stations, peasants, their wives and children hold
out their hands for alms, asking for bread” (document no. 38).

The changing of communist leadership of Soviet Ukraine did not escape the
attention of foreign diplomats either. An accurate assessment of the situation is

>l HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 22, p. 234.
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to be found in the report from the Polish Deputy Consul in Kiev, Piotr Kurnicki,
written in 1933. Considering that the key to the Bolsheviks’ success was their
“disregard for the resources and sacrifices” Kurnicki stated: “All of this was made
possible by bringing in large numbers of newly made communists who mainly
have no ties to the loc[al] people, or are captured by theoretical reasoning to such
a degree that they have almost become fanatical, taking on any order, closing their
eyes to all effects it will have on the people” (document no. 179).

The general situation in 1933 did not offer hope for improvement. In one of his
reports, the German Consul in Odessa noted: “[The people] have lived through
and, to a large extent, forgotten the atrocities of last spring. The communist rulers
do not let the peasants remember their misfortunes for long, and they achieve it
by having one misfortune succeeded directly by another so, willingly or not, old
ghosts are forgotten” (document no. 187).

A number of documents in this collection relates to the reactions of the
Ukrainians living in pre-WWII Poland to the situation in the Ukrainian SSR,
with the growing effects of the Great Famine and Bolshevik repression. The cir-
cles involved in the Ukrainian National Movement (UNDO, USRP) declared the
day of 29 October 1933 to be the day of national mourning and protest against the
brutal repression which took place in the Ukrainian SSR.

Moreover, the documents in this volume confirm that both the meetings tak-
ing place in the “Prosvita” reading rooms, as well as the presentations delivered
by the representatives of the Ukrainian community on the catastrophic situation
in the Ukrainian SSR and on the history of Ukraine, were of interest also to the
Polish police.

In the aftermath of the assassination of an official from the Soviet Consulate
in Lviv, which was carried out on 22 October 1933 by a member of the OUN in
protest against the Great Famine, under strong pressure from Soviet diplomacy,
the Polish Minister of the Interior banned the organization of public gatherings
and demonstrations on 29 October 1933 (document no. 160). The ban did not ap-
ply to the Greek Catholic Church, which held its ceremonies with no interference
from the police. Polish authorities were afraid of the intensified campaigning by
the OUN during the meetings and the possibility that the mourning might turn
into anti-government demonstrations.

Polish documents supply some information regarding a brief meeting which
took place on 29 October 1933, in Stanyslaviv, attended by a member of the Polish
Parliament, Milena Rudnicka. In her statement, Rudnicka presented the steps that
had been taken to inform public opinion around the world of the situation in
Ukraine. She noted that many countries support the idea of assisting those suffer-
ing from hunger in the Ukrainian SSR (document no. 165).

The tragedy of the Ukrainian nation was taking place behind the veil of an
“exported lie” with which the authorities in the USSR aimed to convince the
world that in the “country of the Soviets” there was simply no place for hunger.
Still, by 14 January 1933, in response to the numerous enquiries coming from
abroad, People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the USSR, Maxim Litvinov,
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issued a special statement saying that the rumors of a famine in the Soviet Union
were not true.

This further motivated the Ukrainian émigré circles in their efforts to reach
the international community with a true picture assessment of the situation in the
Ukrainian SSR. Thus, the émigré government representative of the Ukrainian
People’s Republic, Olexandr Shulgin, addressed the Grain Commission, estab-
lished by the London Economic Conference, with the following words: “Today,
when the Advisory Committee decides on the amount of grain to be exported by
the USSR, we beg of you, in the name of universal human values, to prevent all
forms of food export, and in particular grain from the territories of the USSR.
That grain should lawfully be given to all those who have sown and harvested
it, and who are nevertheless dying of starvation — the peasants of Ukraine and
Kuban. Thus, we strongly protest against such exports which can be called crimi-
nal.”»?

Stalinist diplomats were skillful in countering strong protests against Soviet
internal policies. The Soviet Union would host visits of such personas as the former
French Prime Minister, Edouard Herriot (on 26 August 1933, he arrived by ship
in Odessa, from where he was transferred to Kharkiv and Kiev), writers Romain
Rolland, Henri Barbusse or Bernard Shaw. All of them would claim not to have
seen any famine in Ukraine. It is clear that the Soviet authorities intentionally ma-
nipulated reality, presenting the general well-being of the kolkhozy and inviting
the foreign guests to visit bakeries working at full capacity. All this was to attest
to the carefree life in the countryside. However, as the officers of the security
services would themselves confirm, the people were fully aware of the scope of
lies and manipulations perpetrated by the Stalinist propaganda. One of the work-
ers from Odessa would give his account of the visit by the former Prime Minister
of France: “Today, Herriot arrived in Odessa. Our authorities are scared and want
to pull the wool over the foreigners’ eyes, that — he says — we have socialism.
I saw a militia officer run into the greengrocer’s and give a stupid command to
immediately get rid of a line of people standing in front of the shop. It is clear that
Herriot does not know what is happening here” (document no. 138).

Among the documents collected in this volume, it is worth pointing out the
report by Dr. Lev Chykalenko regarding the famine in the Ukrainian SSR and the
relief to those threatened by starvation. Chykalenko presented a detailed analysis
of the political and economic causes behind the tragedy and its repercussions. He
further wrote about the Ukrainian Emigré Committee for Relief to the Starving
Ukraine, established in Poland with the Ukrainian Central Committee, and com-
pared it with parallel structures in other countries. In his words: “Considering
that the government of the USSR does not want to admit to the famine in the dev-
astated countries it conquered, reaching them with direct relief is highly difficult.
Taking into account that fact, the émigré committees have drafted a certain plan

2 Quoted in: T. I'ynuax, [onodomop 32/33 — bine cepys sciei’ Vepainu, «deuw», 1 August 2003,
no. 132.
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of action. All of them have set out to collect, under their closest control all sorts
of materials, mainly letters from Ukraine, which hold information regarding the
famine and the various misfortunes plaguing the Ukrainian nation. Enquiries are
being made with those who managed to escape or foreigners traveling back from
Ukraine who have seen the hunger with their own eyes. Those committees are
collecting addresses of the more renowned people in Ukraine for whom help with
supplies is essential and necessary. The main effort is put on establishing a fund,
stressing that no matter how significant the donations to that fund, relief in the
form of products or money will be sent to the starving families only in individual
and exceptional cases, with most of the funds being spent on propaganda and
informing the international circles about the unfolding famine in Ukraine and the
role of Soviet policies in perpetrating it” (document no. 196).

In 1934, during the 17" Congress of AUCP(b), Stalin declared that in 1933,
in the USSR, employment rose. Soon after that event, the secret documents were
cleansed of all references to the problem of famine. The guilty had been found
and the entire issue became taboo. The German Attaché for agriculture would
comment on the subject with the following remark: “Victory has been gained by
the government, the peasant brought to his knees” (document no. 202).

Yet the Great Famine, as the recently discovered documents attest, was still
a very real problem at that time. In April 1934, Deputy Counselor for Commerce
in the Polish Embassy in Moscow, Jan Lagoda, traveled through the Ukrainian
SSR, visiting Kiev, Korosten, Zhytomyr, Berdychiv, Koziatyn, Uman. “I observed
— he wrote — that in the regions I have visited, the village people are starving.
Clearly hungry people are to be found in large numbers, at train stations there
are many abandoned children who feed on what they can. [...] As a result of these
observations, I can state that the hunger in the regions on Right-Bank Ukraine
exists on a wide scale, [...] Due to that, there has been an epidemic of pernicious
influenza which, as was the case in 1918 in the West, is extremely dangerous.
A great many people have died from influenza. The events of last year’s famine
have not disappeared from people’s memories, in the train cars they only talk of
famine” (document no. 197).

What is more, the famine remained in the memory of not only those who have
suffered from its cruelty. The authorities also remembered and kept the witnesses
of the Great Famine under special surveillance. Numerous documents give ac-
counts of the punishments inflicted on those who dared to recall those traumatic
events. It can be seen in the case of a priest in the Christ Nativity parish of Yaro-
slavka village, Father Hryhory Litvinovich, who, in June 1934, would write to
inform his superiors that the majority of the faithful of the parish had died of
starvation. He was required to give detailed explanations to the officers of the
NKVD. During an interrogation in 1935, Litvinovich stated: “In my letters, I have
in fact written to Poland reporting that in my parish, as well as in the neighboring
villages, there is great hunger and high mortality rates, and as a result the people
have become much poorer and thus do not offer material support to the clergy,
as they need the support themselves. I wrote about all this, sending it abroad, at-

47

Holodomor English.indd 47 @ 2009-10-28 12:53:01



1 TNEEE @ | I | [ [

tempting to show our true situation, hoping to receive material aid from abroad.
With my letters, [ never intended to discredit Soviet authority, but [ was driven by
my own material motivations” (document no. 215). Litvinovich was arrested on
11 February 1935, and in May of that year, indicted by the Special College of the
Vinnytsia Oblast Court and sentenced to eight years of imprisonment.

*
* *

The previous volumes of the publishing series were a bi-lingual publication
— in Polish and Ukrainian, with the latter retaining the Russian-language doc-
uments in their original form. Volume seven is supplemented with an English
translation that will allow a much wider audience to become acquainted with this
unique collection of documents.

The English publication has been prepared based on the Polish version of the
volume, which with respect to Polish documents, has been edited into modern
and consistent form, with punctuation and abbreviations changed according to
modern rules. The apparent errors in Polish spelling, orthography and grammar
have been corrected without additional comment and thus appear in the English
translation. However, the style has been retained, leaving some stylistically awk-
ward passages (major ones have been footnoted with: As in the original). Proper
names have retained their original Polish spelling and any misspellings, which
were verifiable, have been corrected and footnoted with information about the er-
ror. Unverifiable proper names have retained their original spelling, without any
attempts at changing them into a more probable form, thus avoiding any unneces-
sary confusion. The Polish documents have also retained English transcription
of Russian or Ukrainian words used by the document’s author (ex.: trudoden or
besprizorni).

Slightly different rules have been applied to the translation of Russian or
Ukrainian documents from the Polish language. Once again the main aim was
to preserve, as much as possible, their original style, retaining the colloquial or
official language, depending on the nature of the document. A number of Rus-
sian words remained not translated but have been given English transcription.
They are words, which in the 1930’s would be used by foreigners writing about
the situation in the Bolshevik Russia (see ex.: documents produced by the staff
of the foreign diplomatic missions in Soviet Ukraine), and which are already an
element of particular language in the literature concerning the Great Famine (ex.:
khlebozagotovka or yedinolichniki).

The graphic layout of the documents has largely been made consistent, retain-
ing a degree of particularities characteristic to individual registers. All distinc-
tions in type-written documents (uppercase, spacing, typewriting, underlining)
have been eliminated, with appropriate information given in footnotes. The only
exception relates to the documents produced by the GPU, and later the NKVD,
where uppercase has been retained in writing surnames, as a typical character-
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istic of the registers of the two institutions (this concerns only typewritten docu-
ments, in handwriting this rule was usually disregarded). If a document has been
written on a form or letterhead, appropriate information is supplied in the caption
and footnotes.

Information regarding handwritten comments, underlining or corrections in
parts of the text, has been given in footnotes (with the exception of several docu-
ments which are draft papers — not all handwritten corrections have been footnot-
ed, due to their large number), while endorsements and other notes pertaining to
the document and concerning its administrative circulation, have been described
in the caption. The caption also includes additional information about the docu-
ment, such as its original language.

In the English volume, with regard to Polish documents, names of persons
have retained their original Polish writing, with the exception of well-known
historical figures, whose names have been written in English (ex. Sheptytsky,
Khomyshyn).

With regards to Russian documents, names of persons have been transcribed
into English, according to the commonly accepted rules. In those cases where
in a Russian document a reference to a Polish name was made (with a footnote),
names of those persons have been transcribed into English with the original
spelling in Polish given in brackets in the footnote, ex. Miloshevsky (Zdzistaw
Mitoszewski).

Names of locations which are within Polish borders today, have been written
in Polish (ex. Przemys!), while the names of locations which today are within the
borders of Ukraine (including those which prior to WWII belonged to Poland)
have been transcribed from Ukrainian into English (ex. Lviv, Mykhaylivka). This
applies to all geographic names.

Warsaw—Kiev, October 2009
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No. 1
After 1 August 1928, Odessa. Fragment of a report by the Odessa Okrug
Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding the statements
by representatives of the Italian Consulate

To the report of KRO *T[op] secret™
OdJessa] Obl[ast] Division GPU
for the period from 1 April to 1 August-[19]28

*Jtalian Consulate®

[-.]

MERIANO), in a conversation with local professors, expressed his view on
the grain crisis. In MERIANO’s opinion, the very fact of the grain crisis occurring
in Ukraine is a particularly strange phenomenon and he does not know how to
explain it. “After all, last year was a good year - MERIANO states — and the com-
munists enjoy a well-deserved reputation of talented organizers. Perhaps — states
MERIANO - such phenomena can be explained by the fact that in the USSR,
everyday life is planned by workers and cooks.” The panic-dominated attitudes of
people standing in lines can not — according to MERIANO — be explained either,
while he ironically remarks that it is quite probable, that such state of affairs is
caused by the people being “organized and disciplined” in the USSR.

Consul MERIANO was present on 1 May when local authorities hosted
a parade.

Seeing the military organization Osoaviakhim?, he ironically pointed out to
his collaborator DANATI® that the USSR only talks of disarmament but [acts] to
the contrary — getting armed and militarized.

In mid-June, the consul received a ciphered telegram, and having read it,
called on DANATI enquiring whether there had been an uprising or general un-
rest regarding lack of bread supplies in Odessa or the oblast.

[-.]

According to information from s/s [...], LETTO* continues visiting the consul-

ate. In a conversation with s/s [...], LETTO, cursing the Sov[iet] authorities and

a2 Written in uppercase.
® In the original: DONATI.

! Francesco Ernesto Meriano (born in 1896 in Turin, died in 1934 in Kabul), Italian poet, writer,
diplomat; representative of the futurism school; from January 1928 Italian Consul General in Odessa,
later employed in the Italian Embassy in Rabat; later in Afghanistan.

2 Society for the Support of Defense, Aviation and Chemical Construction — a social, patriotic,
military organization, established in the USSR in 1927; it was to support the military training of civilian
population and give support to the Red Army.

* Giorgio Danati, from 1928 head of the economic department in the Italian Consulate in Odessa.

4 Antonio Letto, inhabitant of Odessa, Italian citizen working in the Italian Consulate in Odessa in
the capacity of an expert on issues relating to fruit imports from Italy.
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system, stated that among the people there is great exasperation caused by the
undertakings of the Sov[iet] authorities, particularly in regard to the grain exports
abroad, and the lack thereof on our market. In LETTO’s words, in the Crimea,
20 Red commanders, acting against the Sov[iet] authorities, have been shot for
a similar undertaking=.

[.]

*Ch[ief] ad interim Od[essa] Okr[ug] Division™® GPU
(—) KRIVIETS®

*Chlief]* KRO
(—) SHOSTAK-SOKOLOV®

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 419, T. 1, Cz. 2, pp. 429—-441.
Original, typewritten.
Document in Russian.

©¢ As in the original.

> Yefim Kriviets (1897-1940), from 21 October 1927 assistant to the Chief, later Chief ad interim
the Odessa Okrug Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR, from 9 May 1930 Chief of the Information
Department of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR in Kharkiv, from 20 March 1931 assistant to the Chief
of the Kiev Operational Sector of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR, from 20 September 1931 Chief of the
Secret Political Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR in Kharkiv.

¢ Petro Shostak-Sokolov (1896-1937), from May 1927 Chief of KRO of Odessa Okrug Division of
the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR, from September 1930 assistant to the Chief of the Information Depart-
ment of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR in Kharkiv, from April 1931 Chief of the 3" Department in the
Secret Political Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR in Kharkiv, from December 1931 Deputy
Chief of the Donetsk Operational Sector of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR.
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No. 2
After 1 October 1928, Odessa. Fragment of a report by the Odessa Okrug
Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding the statements
by an employee of the Italian Consulate

To the report of KRO *T[op] secret™
OdJessa] Okr[ug] Division GPU
for the period from 1 August to 1 October [19]28

*Jtalian Consulate®

[-.]

[LETTO], speaking to s/s [...] stated that the peasants are now starving. The
taxes levied on them are too high. In CRK, the bread is of poor quality, there is no
oil, no products. All this, according to him, is a proof of insolvency of the govern-
ing circles in the USSR and of inappropriate policies pursued by them. There is no
oil here, while oil and seed used for its production are being sent abroad. Not long
ago, 1,500 poods' of oil have been loaded — as far as is known to him — on one
steamship alone. He does not understand how people can keep silent and not react
in an appropriate way. Overall — from what he said — the communists, through
their actions, are themselves strengthening the counterrevolution.

[.]

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 419, T. 1, Cz. 2, pp. 456, 459.
Copy, typewritten.
Document in Russian.

a2 Written in uppercase.
' A Russian measure of weight equivalent to 16.38 kilograms.
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No. 3
After 1 January 1929, Odessa. Fragment of a report by the Odessa Okrug
Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding the statements
by an employee of the Italian Consulate

To the report of KRO T[op] secret
OdJessa] Obl[ast] Division GPU
for the period from 1 August to 1 January [19]29

*Jtalian Consulate®

[...]

Once again, in a conversation with the same s/s [...] VERNETTO touched on
the subject of issuing bread allowances and declared that bread of such poor qual-
ity is given out to the people because the best quality flour is being sent abroad.
It is so in order to make the foreigners think that “if we are sending flour of such
good quality, we keep here flour of even better quality.” However abroad, as he
states, there are no fools who would believe this. Regarding the fact that flour is
scarce here and its import is forbidden, in the end we should expect famine and
that something will actually happen. All this is taken into consideration abroad.

[.]

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 419, T. 1, Cz. 2, pp. 471, 477.
Copy, typewritten.
Document in Russian.

& Written in uppercase.
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No. 4
After 19 January 1929, Kiev. Fragment of a report by the Kiev Okrug
Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding the statements
by representatives of the Polish and German Consulates

*Qperational work™

[-.]

On 19 January, there was an evening event at the consulate organized
by KRAYEVSKY'. The entire staff of the consulate was present, and from the
German c[onsulate] — SOMMER? and VOLNY?, accompanied by wives and
guests [...].

BABINSKY* touched on the subject of the peasants’ situation in Ukraine.
He said that every day he has an opportunity to deal with Polish peasants and
literally all of them complain about the problems with their material situation.
He thus drew a conclusion that the peasants’ situation in Ukraine is extremely
difficult. A lively discussion followed between BABINSKY and SOMMER. The
latter attempted to prove that BABINSKY’s conclusions were inappropriate. He
himself, [that is] SOMMER, also happened to deal with peasants, who lately had
been paying him visits quite often due to their [desire] to emigrate to Canada.
Most of the peasants who visit him are those old, pre-revolutionary poor who are
now prospering smallholders; each of them holds savings of no less than 5,000
r[ubles], or more, and apart from that perfectly functioning farms. All of them

= Written in uppercase.

! Krayevsky (Wincenty Krajewski) (born 18 November 1888), diplomat; in the years 1921-1926
employed with the Consular Department of the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, from November until
the end of 1926 in the Polish General Commissariat of the Free City of Gdansk; later again in the MFA,
from February 1927 till October 1930, Polish Vice-Consul in Kiev, later, until 1932, in the Polish Con-
sulate in Marseilles; later head of bureau in the Personnel Department of MFA; in the years 1935-1939
councilor in the cabinet of the Minister of Foreign Affairs; from November 1939 till November 1940
in the Polish Embassy in Bucharest; in the years 1940—1945 member of the board of the Committee for
Relief to Poles in Turkey, in parallel from August 1941 till August 1945 in the mission of the Ministry
of the Interior at the Polish Embassy in Istanbul, in the years 1945-1946 responsible for closing down
of the mission of the Ministry of the Interior; from 1947 till 1954 in the Committee for Education of
Poles in Great Britain.

2 Rudolf Sommer, in the years 1928-1933 German Consul in Kiev, later Consul General in Len-
ingrad.

3 Volny, secretary of the German Consulate in Kiev.

4 Babinsky (Mieczystaw Babinski) (born 8 September 1891), diplomat; in the years 1918—1919 in
the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs; from 1919 till 1921 in the Polish Consulate in Kurytyba; in the
years 1921-1926 in MFA, in parallel from 1922 till 1923 assigned to the Presidium of the Council of
Ministers; from May 1926 till the end of September 1930 Head of the Polish Consulate in Kiev; later
in the Polish Consulate in Daugavpils; from 1935 in the Consular Department of MFA; in the years
1938-1939 councilor in the Polish General Commissariat of the Free City of Gdansk.
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complain about not being able to leave because they are not allowed to take their
savings with them. If the Sov[iet] government did not impose high taxes on them
and offered the possibility of expanding their farms, this would greatly decrease
the number of peasants emigrating abroad.

[.]

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 430, T. 20, p. 127.
Copy, typewritten.
Document in Russian.
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No. 5
After 1 February 1929, Odessa. Fragment of a report by the Odessa Okrug
Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding the statements
by representatives of the Japanese Consulate

To the report of KRO >Top secret®
Okr[ug] Division of GPU
*for the period from 1 October [1928] to 1 February [19]29-*

b-Japanese Consulate™

[-..]

Regarding the food crisis observed in a number of oblasts in the south, SHI-
MADO' explains that it has resulted not merely from unfavorable meteorological
and climatic conditions but he points to a significant role played by insufficient
help being given to the peasants by the decision-makers, through agricultural
tools, seeds, etc., as well as by [insufficient] instructions given to the countryside
people by experienced specialists.

In a conversation on current issues, SHIMADO claims that CRK is selling
bread of better quality than previously but also that white bread is still extremely
expensive.

SHIMADO believes that all agricultural products are very expensive in Odes-
sa, while in Japan, where the population density is far higher than in Ukraine, and
the ground rent very expensive, [agricultural] products are much cheaper.

NOGUCHI?, who was present during the conversation, stated that he com-
pletely does not understand how, with such high prices of supplies, most of the
workers and officials manage to get by, when they earn 60—75 rubles in monthly
wages.

[..]

During a journey along the Dnieper [River] and to Kharkiv [...], interested
in our sovkhozy, and particularly in the “Shevchenko” Sovkhoz, SHIMADO
traveled to pay a visit to the aforementioned sovkhoz. Later, sharing his experi-
ences, he declared that he had expected to see a collective farm managed with
modern, improved methods, while in reality he saw something much different.
According to him, the Sovkhoz named after Shevchenko® is in fact a machine
park serving the plots formerly belonging to landowners, now given to the peas-

= Underlined in typewriting.
> Written in uppercase.
¢ As in the original. Earlier: “Shevchenko” Sovkhoz.
! Shigier Shimado, from March 1927 Japanese Deputy Consul in Odessa, from February 1930,
First Secretary in the Japanese Embassy in the USSR in Moscow.
2 Josio Noguchi, from 1927 secretary in the Japanese Consulate in Odessa, from 1930, Deputy
Head of the Japanese Consulate in Odessa, later in Japan.
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ants for cultivation. The center plows, sows and organizes harvests, receiving
a third of the yield for its work, which is quite convenient for the center.

Asking himself the question, what thus is the responsibility of the peasant
— owners of those plots of land, SHIMADO assumed that they might in fact have
some other work duties — herding cattle, growing fruit, etc., yet since nothing of
that kind has been organized, therefore, [in his view,] the peasants most probably
attend work in the household. The material situation of the peasants there, in
SHIMADO?’s words, is invidious; during his journey to the steppe, he saw many
horses that had died of hunger. The official from the administration who was
responsible for showing SHIMADO around confirmed that this was a bad year
as far as fodder for the peasants’ cattle is concerned, which is why the “Dairy
Company” only distributed milk to children.

The sovkhoz management, due to the threat of crop failure from the drought,
decided to dedicate a significant part of the area to vineyards and has already
started plowing the soil for grapevine seedlings, which in three-year time — from
what the manager says — will give first grapes.

SHIMADO had doubts regarding the changes made from agriculture to
grapevine harvests at this particular time when exporting valuable [resources]
abroad is essential for acquiring hard currency.

According to him, it was uncertain that the fruits of Russian vineyards would
be able to compete with those of other countries and take over the foreign markets
as a substitute for Ukrainian grain.

NOGUCHI, who was present during the conversation, noted that mechaniza-
tion and automatization in agriculture, on the scale pursued by Sov[iet] authorities,
does nothing to contribute to the growing welfare of the peasants. In NOGUCHI’s
opinion, due to a more widespread use of machines, there is a growing number of
unemployed peasants who would have always found work on the farms previously.

Such a system could, in his view, bring good results, sooner or later, yet now
it only contributes to large costs, burdening the already strained budgets of the
countryside’s inhabitants.

On 20 November 1928, SHIMADO and NOGUCHI paid a visit to the Italian
Vice-Consul.

[...]

In a conversation with the Vice-Consul, SHIMADO stated that the Sov[iet]
authorities undertake ever new ventures which, after a time, are reexamined and
in their place, new ones, completely different from the previous ones, are insti-
tuted. SHIMADO explained it with a fact that the state employees had no experi-
ence and are not [the] right [people] for their posts.

Touching upon the issue of anniversary celebrations of the October revolu-
tion, SHIMADO noted that the celebrations this year were carried out with less
enthusiasm than in the previous year — in the streets, there was none of that merry
holiday spirit which could be seen in the previous year; also the number of people
in the streets was not particularly high. To a significant degree, in SHIMADQO’s
opinion, this was due to the rather unfavorable economic situation of the broad
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masses of people. While state industry and commerce generally grow on a wide
scale, having perhaps an effect on the financial resources of the state, individual
groups of workers and peasants, due to economic collapse, suffer from a variety
of shortages, which is reflected in the attitudes of the masses. SHIMADO added
that a majority can not even find comfort in the hope of better future and even
though all power, the entire administration and all means have been given to the
proletariat, and the years of civil war and unrest have passed, the material situa-
tion for the majority has not improved but gradually declined.

[.]

b-Ch[ief] ad interim Od[essa] Okr[ug] Division® GPU
(—) KRIVIETS

>Ch[ief]® KRO
(—) SHOSTAK-SOKOLOV

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 418, T. 1, Cz. 3, pp. 582586, 592.
Original, typewritten.
Document in Russian.
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No. 6
24 September 1929, Odessa. Letter from the German Consul in Odessa,
Paul Rot, reporting on the situation in sovkhozy

“German Consulate™ Translation from German
Odessa, 24 September 1929

*Dear Cit[iz]en Professor!™

Today I had a visit from a former *landowner, a German from a neighboring
Yekaterinoslav Guberniya!, who has been positively recommended to me™. Prior
to the war, he had had a perfectly functioning farm of 1,900 tithes.

An impoverished man driven away from his property, he has *in the past years
worked in five different sovkhozy in the Kherson and Yekaterinoslav Okrug,®
yet because of denouncements, he would always lose his work due to his social
background.

I have taken advantage of his visit, which had a different purpose, and *in-
quired of him about the situation in sovkhozy,® noting his experience as an old
farm holder.

I was quite surprised by his answers. | have no way of checking this informa-
tion and although "the aforementioned person is completely trustworthy,® his
information is not enough to prepare an official report.

That is why I am forwarding you the information acquired from him in the
form of [unofficial] material.

In the opinion of the aforementioned man, *sovkhozy, as agricultural enter-
prises and commercial undertakings, do not fulfill the goals set ahead for them™
for the following reasons:

1) The sovkhozy employ too many [people who are not| specialists. Two years
back, a landowner was a sovkhoz manager, now only a party member can become
a manager, even if he has no knowledge whatsoever of farm-related issues. An
experienced landowner can only serve as an assistant to the manager.

2) The sovkhoz receives directives regarding its work from the Center and
never has the courage of countering them.

&= Written in uppercase.

> Underlined in typewriting.

! The Yekaterinoslav Guberniya ceased to exist in October 1922, becoming part of the Kremen-
chuk and Zaporizhia Guberniyas, while the administrative division into guberniyas and uyezds ceased
to exist in Ukraine in 1925 after okrugs and raions were introduced.

2 Administrative measure of land area used in Russia in the 19" and at the beginning of the 20"
century. The difficulty with making calculations according to modern measures arises from the fact that
there were two tithes: the taxing one amounting to 1.09 ha, and the so called large tithe of 1.45 ha.
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If the sovkhoz is capable of plowing 2,000 tithes but has been ordered to plow
4,000, it will plow 4,000 at the cost of not fulfilling the appropriate schedule, thus
not sowing the plowed soil, which becomes covered with weeds.

3) The work done by the sovkhoz is slowed down by the bureaucratic re-
gime.

There are cases where out of 30 tractors, 27 or 29 are unusable.

Too much time is wasted on getting a permit allowing workers to be directed
to help the sole mechanic, despite time being so precious during the sowing sea-
son.

Due to bureaucracy, the sow[ing] materials are sometimes delivered so late
that the deadline required for the sow has passed.

4) The sovkhoz management shows no initiative of its own, it is merely re-
quired to meet the received directives.

Thus the sovkhoz becomes dependent on all the shortcomings of the appara-
tus, unable to take any action on its own.

The man with whom I had the conversation does not reject the concept of
the sovkhoz as such. To the contrary — he believes that by introducing rational
economy, success can be achieved.

As regards the present system, “he thinks it to be completely unproductive
and offering no possibility of becoming profitable™®.

With best wishes
Yours ROT?

*Translated from German: translator? KIGLER

“In conformity:
Chief of the 3 Department of Spec[ial] Division
Lieutenant of State Security™

(—) SHNAYDER*

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 161, T. 10, pp. 29-31.
Authenticated copy, typewritten.
Document in Russian.

3 Paul Rot, from 1928 German Consul in Odessa.

4 Abram Shnayder (1899-1942), from 1922 with the GPU, serving in Zinovievsk, Mykolaiv, Tira-
spol, Mohyliv Podilskyi, Melitopol; from 5 April 1931 representative of the 4" Department of the UGB
NKVD of the Ukrainian SSR, from 1 December 1935 Chief of the 4" Department of the UGB NKVD
of the Ukrainian SSR, Chief of the 4" Department of the Secret Political Div. of UNKVD in the Dni-
propetrovsk Oblast; from 8 July 1938 till 13 June 1942 was respectively, the Chief of the 8" Dep. 4" Div.
of UGB NKVD of the Ukrainian SSR, Chief of the 1% Dep. 3 Div., Deputy Chief of 3™ Div. of UNKVD
for the Kharkiv Oblast.
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No. 7

15 November 1929, Kiev. Fragment of a report by a secret informer of the
GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding a statement by the German Consul

3 gr[oup] KRO 15 November [19]29

Ger[man] Con[sulate]
[...]

“I had an opportunity — he [SOMMER] states — to visit different towns
in Ukraine (near Zhytomyr, near Odessa). I had a look at all those sovkhozy,
kolkhozy and communes, but I found very few things comforting for the Bol-
sheviks. I have noticed: the lack of discipline in management, [lack of] planning,
practical habits, above all with the management responsible for those independ-
ent econ[omic] units; lack of appropriate stock, and where it was appropriate its
numbers were not; lack of trust among the peasants and mutual understanding
between the very members of those econ[omic] organizations. In any case, the
Bolshevik advertising on their modernizing construction and restructuring of vil-
lages and dwellings based on new principles does not reflect the truth. Too many
theoretical concepts, both in regard to a general assessment of a given issue as
well as statistical data. It seems to me — he continues — that all those ideas of col-
lectivism are better applied in the central and northern regions of Russia than here
in Ukraine, although back there things also look chaotic. I have information that
many collectives, see the older people, and particularly women, leave, claiming:
»Why should we work for younger women who, on top of that, have children? The
work in the collective, they say, is of no benefit to us under such conditions and
with such division of labor.«”

With a dose of indignation, he talked of criminal wastefulness of the manag-
ing organs as regards the crops and grain storage. He gave concrete examples of
events he himself witnessed — of the methods of unloading and storing crops, as
well as grain and potatoes taken from peasants by force.

He also talked of his conversation with a communist from the Volga Region.
He took this communist, in his own view, for a decent man. This decent commu-
nist told him the following: “Please imagine, Mr. Consul, the following situation
in which a party member finds himself: you are delegated every so often to the
countryside in order to carry out a propaganda effort explaining the khlebozago-
tovka' and the establishment of collective farms. And now you have this general
meeting in a large village. You step out and start explaining, talking of all the
benefits and advantages arising from the collective farms. They listen or do not.
You’re done. Then a peasant activist (or: »Kulak«) steps out and proves to you and
to all, referring to numbers, the difference between the benefits of an individual
farm as compared to the Soviet collective farm. It often ends with your entire elo-

! The purchasing of grain by the state administration.
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quence being of no value to anyone and in effect you are personally responsible
for not showing enough of initiative in your work. As a result, you are left waiting
for the first purge to be swept away by a shameful broom. It is better to anticipate
it and leave of your own will (the true face of a decent communist).

With indignation and distaste he told me of the following cases:

a) Near Odessa, in one of the German colonies, the communists were abusing
a certain widow who had three little children. What could have been taken away
from her based on the “general-Kulak principles® had been taken. The remains
have been spitefully stolen — partially through self-taxation, partially when her
property was registered — with the help of Bolshevik agents. The scoundrels did
not rest satisfied until they had driven the aforementioned widow to utter poverty.
This endless abuse of a defenseless woman had such consequence that, driven
into desperation, the mother went into the forest and first hanged her children and
then herself. And this was not — from what they have said — the only such case.
Such scandalous occurrances are numerous. “And all this is done in the name of
carrying out the modernizing line and the tactics of the mad Bolshevik despot
(STALIN) with his slave-minded and uncritically devoted band of thieves of na-
tional wealth.” It was with such a pacifist attitude, Christian and altruist feelings,
that he ended his tale.

>Note™®: I mention all those details in order to express the most complete and
thorough picture as to the character, form and essence of our conversation.

b) “It was on the 24" — either September or October — when I was visited,
here in this very office, by a German colonist (German citizen) with a complaint
against unbearable oppression and persecution by the local authorities, asking
if I could possibly help him. When that German returned back to his home on
the 25", he had been completely robbed. In a single day he has lost all of his
belongings. For what reason? For the alleged delay in repaying the money owed
(fines) and for unwillingness to join a collective farm.”

He concluded this story with the following remark: “They still know little,
too little, in West[ern] Europe about the real state of affairs in today’s Soviet
countryside.”

¢) He continues: “From the whole variety of scandalous facts I would like to
mention yet another one. This scene took place in one of the villages in the Odessa
territories. It was a man and his wife who were the objects of abuse. The man,
found guilty under to Bolshevik law, was forced into an empty barrel which was
then closed and dropped from a hill. This was to state that this is the way the com-
munists fight foreign element and the enemies of Soviet rule.

The wife of the ill-fated man was treated no better. They took her into the for-
est, found an enormous ant-hill and, threatening to beat her, forced her to sit na-
ked on it. So greatly unbelievable are the means of introducing socialism, means
which were perhaps used in the Middle Ages, and if so, rather rarely.”

= As in the original.
> Written in uppercase.
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It was with great indignation and fury that he told me of the hardships of
6,000 German colonists in Moscow trying to emigrate from the Bolshevik Fa-
therland to Canada. For over a month, those German colonists had been waiting
for permission to leave. A number of them came from Siberia, the areas around
Semipalatinsk and Chelyabinsk, as well as the Volga region. They were given the
opportunity to sell all their belongings and leave for America via Riga. Now it
appears that the permit was valuable only as far as Moscow, where a whole range
of new requirements were imposed, the fulfillment of which was a prerequisite
for continuing the journey. Those requirements included a fee of 220 r[ubles] for
issuing a foreign passport. In short, the demands set on the emigrating Germans
have gone beyond their means. Apart from all that, the Bolshevik central authori-
ties imposed a strict deadline for the emigrants. The persons who had not left the
borders of the [Soviet] Union by that deadline would be deported back to the place
of their prior residence. The situation — from what he said — was truly horrible. If
help from the outside did not arrive in time, the aforementioned emigrants would
find themselves at a dead-end.

From what he told me, the German Representation in Moscow had taken
proper steps on that matter. There was the option of Germany paying the sums
demanded by the Bolsheviks (buyout) in order to retrieve a large group of ex-
cellent and outstanding agricultural specialists from under the communist yoke.
“Yes, this shameful deed will not benefit the Soviets. It is a shame of the worst
kind, bordering on cynicism.”

Later, in a naturally appropriate form, the following questions have been put
forth: “Do you think that the remaining German colonists from southern Ukraine,
the areas around Khortytsia, Melitopol, Orekhov, Berdyansk and oth[er places],
would be capable of spreading western culture in case of a change of the present
system? Don’t you think that Russification and Bolshevik proletariatization of
those already not entirely true Germans can bring harmful results? Would it not
be better, from that very perspective, to turn to all available means to support the
emigration of those German colonists from the Sov[iet] Union? It seems to me,
that under today’s conditions, it would be entirely proper and [carried out] in due
time to spare no efforts in supporting the emigration tendencies.”

As far as those 6,000 people are concerned, he also said something to the
point: “From the information I have received, it is clear that the escape of 6,000
peasants is only the beginning of mass departures of German colonists from the
Sov[iet] Union, due to unfavorable conditions for individual farms.”

In conformity:

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 38, pp. 111-112.
Copy, typewritten.
Document in Russian.
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No. 8
20 April 1930, Myrhorod. A letter by a member of AUCP(b), Ivan Slinko,
regarding mistaken party policies, addressed to the Chairman of VTsIK,
Mikhail Kalinin

“Enclosure™ no. 7
Com. KALININ

Respond to my letter through a newspaper article.

To justify its clumsy mistakes, the CC of Bolshevik bureaucracy is search-
ing for a way out and wants to cover up its mistakes at all costs, [throwing] the
collectives some shameful scraps, etc., and the government listlessly executes the
will of the monarch STALIN. Can a unified collectivism be build on shameful
scraps and repression against the peasants? What advantage and what benefits
for the state will come with the Stalinist collectives if you exempt the collectives
from almost all taxes, moving the main burden onto the average individual? It is
a different matter with mass-scale crediting of the collectives, and now, when the
revenues from farms are falling, it is complete rubbish.

Our task is to organize a large collective farm in order to achieve the maxi-
mum benefits and product surplus for the state, not losses. The collectives built
according to Stalinist principles can only bring in loss, and the Leninist collec-
tives, built on technical fundaments, will gradually and voluntarily bring in sig-
nificant profits for the state.

Did LENIN intend to build united collectivism on nags and oxen? No, he did
not. He strived for and taught that collectivism needs to be built using tractors and
electricity, gradually and wisely, as the cultural level of the peasants rises, reach-
ing the level of, let us say, the German peasant, voluntarily, at the initiative of
the peasantry itself, under our management. Only then will collectivism acquire
areal and solid character.

This winter, who was guilty of forced collectivization if not the impostor
STALIN, while the guilt was placed on us, the rank and file party activists. This
was mean and vile on the part of the CC goofs who thoughtlessly follow the will
of the monarch STALIN.

Can unified collectivism be build in four years in a country where five differ-
ent systems of national economy exist, a country which is still inhibited by savage
nationalities for whom it will take decades to bring in the light of education? No,
this can not be done.

Can we turn a blind eye to the mass arrests of peasants, even the poorest or
those just getting by, even the Red partisans?

a2 Written in uppercase.
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Never before, under no government, were the prisons as full as they are now.
The prison built in Lubny was to serve some 120 prisoners, yet now it has 1,350
per[sons]; Romny, designed for 180, houses 2,000 per[sons]. What do you think,
com[rade] KALININ? Is it good? Think and respond. LENIN said: “Strength of
the authority — trust of the masses”; and now there is no trust whatsoever. Because
of this mistaken policy pursued by the party, I resign and join the ranks of the
People’s Revolutionary [Party], with which we will build socialism in our country
and win against the dictatorship of the bureaucracy.

Till we meet again, with a socialist greeting,
true to the socialist idea
SLINKO Ivan G.

Ukrainian SSR, town of Myrhorod

Long live free work on a free land.
Death to those who take away the freedom of the working people.

20 April [19]30
*In conformity:® (—)

18 August [19]30-

HDA SBU, F. 6, Spr. 68068-FP, T. 1, pp. 203-203 v.
Authenticated copy, typewritten.
Document in Russian.

> Written in wide letter-spacing.
¢ Handwritten.
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No. 9
10 May 1930, Kiev. Fragment of an operational report by the Kiev Okrug
Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding issues
of interest for the German Consul

3" grfoup] KR Department T[op] secret
10 May [19]30

Ger[man] Con[sulate]

SOMMER expressed his surprise to see me in his consulate: almost all of his
acquaintances are afraid to pay visits, since those who visit consulates are being
arrested (not long ago two business partners of the pharmacist were arrested).

I told him that I was forced to pay a visit by the hopeless circumstances in
which DETERING-SHMIDT found herself, having been seriously abused by the
Fin[ancial] Department, which has registered all her belongings as a guarantee for
her former husband’s debts. It turned out that SOMMER had already written to
the Department [of ] Foreig[ners] regarding this case, yet the manner of response
had outraged him and he intends to pursue the matter no more.

As concerns the German colonists in Ukraine, he considers their situation
to be catastrophic since many of the farms had been ruined by the forced col-
lectivization; many of the colonists (Kulaks and middle-size farmers) had been
deported, their families left with no home or bread and no way to help them either.
The colonists’ desire to leave for Germany is great, but he is helpless and can do
nothing for them.

SOMMER learned from the Polish Consul that on Poland’s northern border
there had been cases of mass-crossings by the peasants, but now the border guard
has been greatly strengthened and the “gap has been eliminated”.

SOMMER is very interested in the food crisis, which most probably is con-
tinuously getting worse, and, as can be assumed, will be of catastrophic scale
since the villages have been left with nothing (individual farms have been robbed
of everything and the kolkhozy can not be expected to deliver any time soon as
they lack organization [of labor]); he is also interested in the mechanism of purges
by the Sovl[iet] apparatus.

[.]

In conformity:

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 38 pp. 162—162 v.
Copy, typewritten.
Document in Russian.
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No. 10
4 June 1930, Kharkiv. Report by the Chief of the Counterintelligence Unit
of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding the information sent from
the Turkish and Japanese Consulates to their home MFAs on the unrest

in Odessa
Ukrainian SSR “Copy™
>St[ate] Pol[itical] Directorate IV Dep[artment] KRO razn./szp.
with Sovnarkom™ To no. 370053
4 June 1930 Series “K”

No. 81570
town of *Kharkiv?

*Ch[ief] of the Okr[ug] Division of GPU
Odessa™

Regarding the consulates of for[eign states]

From a close secret source, we know that the Turkish and Japanese Consulates
in Odessa have informed their respective embassies and min[istries] of for[eign]
affairs about the unrest which took place on May 22 of this year and was caused
by the food crisis.

In the Turkish report, there is information that a crowd of 6,000 persons,
comprising mainly women from the suburbs of Slobodka and Peresyp, plundered
a number of state-run grocery stores and a large restaurant located on Deriba-
sovskaya street, and was dispersed by OGPU troops which have also carried out
a small number of arrests.

In the Japanese report, the unrest is described in a more intensive language;
it noted that a crowd numbering 1,000 persons plundered bazaars, canteens and
grocery stores, and that large units of mounted militia have been sent to pacify
the unrest.

In conclusion, they point out that despite a prompt pacification of unrest, the
general atmosphere in the town remains agitated.

Chl[ief] KRO GPU Ukrainian SSR — DOBRODY TSKY'

& Written in uppercase.

! Nikolay Dobrodytsky (1899-1942), from March 1924 Chief of the Counterintelligence Unit of
the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR in Kharkiv, from September 1930 Deputy Chief of the Special Unit of
Ukrainian MD in Kharkiv, from 25 October 1931 Chief of the Special Div. of the GPU of the Ukrainian
SSR and Special Div. of Ukrainian MD; in September 1932 moved to the OGPU USSR. Last post (from
October 1937): Chief of 3 Div. of the NKVD Karaganda camp. Rank: Senior Major of State Security
(1935). Died in Karaganda.
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No. 11
21 June 1930, n.p.p. Protocol of interrogation of an inhabitant
of the village of Gontsy, Vasily Maluta by an officer of the GPU
of the Ukrainian SSR

21 June 1930
interrogated by the senior representative of the SO GPU
of the Ukrainian SSR, Bieschinsky,
Maluta Vasily — testified:

I was born in 1904 in the v[illage] of Gontsy in the Lubny Okr[ug], father
— a Kulak peasant, before the revolution owner of 40 tithes of land, moreover
seasonally renting from three to six tithes from other peasants. Also dealing as
a wagoner — signing contracts for the transportation of grain with [grain] purchas-
ing commercial agents.

Following the revolution, all of his land was taken away and our family re-
ceived the per capita amount of land — seven tithes. From that moment on, I came
to consider my father’s farm as a middle-sized one.

I attended the village school; upon its completion I went to the higher el-
ementary school and following that, to the seven-year school. In 1920, having
completed 7" grade, I ended my education due to illness.

In the same year, | began learning the craft of tailoring, at first at home in the
v[illage] of Gontsy; later I worked for some time in the town of Lubny.

As part of the draft *for registrants born in® 1904, that is in the year 1926,
I began my basic service in the Red Army as a writing apprentice in the Lubny
OVK, from which I was transferred to the Kiev warehouse for expl[osive mater-
ials] as a senior writing clerk. From the warehouse I was transferred to the Kiev
School of Communications.

While stationed in Lubny, I joined the LKSMU, having concealed informa-
tion as to my social background. In Kiev I joined the AUCP(b), although when
I was accepted as a candidate for the party, I again did not say anything about my
Kulak background. During my service in the Red Army, I did not break the ties
with my family. My father’s farm benefited from the exemptions [given to] Red
Army members — [ would send home the appropriate documents.

In May 1929, I returned to spend my short-term leave in the v[illage] of Gontsy
and learned that none of my family had voting rights. At that point, I made the de-
cision that I would not be able to conceal my social background back at school and
upon my return from leave, I filed a statement on my Kulak past with the party
[center], yet | withheld the information about having no voting right. At the end of
June 1929, during a purge in the party, [ was excluded from a group of candidates
for the AUCP(b) as a son of a Kulak who concealed his social background and

* Was: of the year.
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constituted an element that is ideologically alien to the party. Some one month af-
ter [ was excluded from the party, an order arrived calling for my expulsion from
the school. Making no appeal to higher party authorities, I then left for my home
in the v[illage] of Gontsy.

It was here for the first time that I felt the hard-line approach to Kulaks — not
only was I deprived of the opportunity to stay in the party and to finish the school,
but I was also excluded from social work in the village and deprived of the right
to vote — I thus became somewhat of an outlaw.

I started looking for a solution to the situation in which I found myself. The
first thing I should have acquired in my struggle for existence — the right to vote.

Having declared to my father that I would not be able to live with him on one
farm, risking remaining “on the margin” — I went to live with an old impoverished
peasant, Smietanko Siemion, with whom I remained related only in a formal way.
However, my moving in with Smietanko did not help me regain my rights — my
request was not favorably met by the voting committee; thus I saw that [ was un-
able to regain my place in the society.

I considered this to be pure bureaucratism and unfounded abuse, typical of
the local Soviet authorities.

I was overtaken by anger which turned into anti-Soviet attitude.

It came not only as a result of my personal situation: exclusion from the party,
demobilization from the army, deprival of voting rights, but rather was a result of
a whole series of earlier doubts which were revived by the undertakings of the
Sov[iet] authorities and the communist party that I could observe in the country-
side.

It concerns the following issues:

a) the campaign of grain purchases — autumn of 1929,

b) collectivization,

¢) the elimination of Kulaks as a social class.

>Khlebozagotovka™ was carried out with complete disregard for the actual
capabilities of all peasants in regard to supplies. Setting the limit for the peasants
at 8—10% was not normal since this group, comprising the most wealthy farmers,
could not meet the entire burden placed on it in the plan for grain purchases and
those farms which in the past would supply great amounts of grain were going
bankrupt. This situation had negative consequences for the agriculture as such,
since the peasants were losing the incentive to develop.

b-Collectivization™® was carried out strictly by force. Only the initiating group
was formed on voluntary basis, while middle-sized farmers were pressured to
join the kolkhoz, fearing that similar steps would be undertaken against them as
against the Kulaks. Speaking colloquially — the kolkhozy were organized with
a stick in the hands of the organizers. I looked at the policy pursued by the party
from the following perspective: if you do not join the collective, you will be driv-
en out of the world. Such was the perspective shared by many.

> Underlined in handwriting.
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Regarding this undertaking, that is collectivization, the party had moved from
limiting [the influence of] the Kulaks, to ®-eliminating them as a social class®.

Yet a mistake was made on this matter. Not even mentioning, that for many,
as it was for me, the entire scheme was morally unacceptable — throwing the
dekulakized practically out on the street into the freezing weather was a step
which, when carried out on a mass scale, was irrational both from the economic
and political perspective:

a) Politically, it was irrational because every Kulak, if simple propaganda
methods were used, could have been reeducated, turned into a man useful for the
society and useful for the building of socialism.

b) The whole undertaking was also irrational from the economic perspective, as
it destroyed agricultural enterprise, and the state itself, drawing no profits from deku-
lakization, lost the benefits it could draw from those who had been dekulakized.

My opinion on the matter is such: there was no need yet to move from the policy
of limiting [the influence of] Kulaks to the policy of eliminating them as a social
class. Those who were dekulakized should have been given the necessary means of
production and the possibility of developing their farms, so that they would become
true farmers; then they would give their own produce to the state.

The collectives, on the other hand, should have been developed through as-
sistance given to them by the state and through popularization of their achieve-
ments.

b-Apart from all that, I believe it to be necessary that Kulak kolkhozy should
be established on voluntary basis and a campaign of Kulaks’ reeducation about
collectivization should be undertaken, teaching them about the socialist models
of working the land.®

It was clear to me that the policies pursued in the countryside, those of the
Com[munist] party, are wrong and when I started thinking about it, I came to the
conclusion that those mistakes are made because “the Communist party, [which
is] the only governing party in the country and does not allow any criticism on the
part of the whole nation, does not see its own mistakes.

From that a proposition can be drawn, which I support, regarding the legality
of all parties in the country with the ruling party not necessarily having to be the
Communist party, but rather the one which for a given period has been elected by
the entire nation, since in any other case it [would] turn out that we do not have
a government by the workers and peasants, but in fact a party dictatorship.®

Naturally, my proposition has changed the entire structure of government, as
there would be no cases of transferring people to a given post or to social work
based solely on party membership, but rather on considering the leadership skills
and ability to manage.

bParticularly, it would be the countryside which would benefit from this — today
it is the so-called activists, who have no authority, that lead and manage the peas-
ants — they are the “people with portfolios”, who do nothing, waste time, set no ex-
ample of how to manage — and they are entrusted [by the top authorities] the entire
responsibility, while an entrepreneurial peasant is not given any managing duties.
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Such a state of affairs will naturally not last in the long run. The organs of
government should be organized in such a way that once the entire voting system
is changed, it is guaranteed that promotion to managerial positions will be offered
to people who are respected and trusted by the entire nation — people who know
how to manage the economy, who know best how to do it, and not to the time-
wasting scoundrels who are so numerous among the activist element™®.

Thus, before | was enlisted by the People’s Revolutionary Socialist Party, my
ideological attitude was already shaped so that having read the NRSP program,
which I received from Artiukh Nikolay, I joined them with all my will and con-
sciously entered the party ranks, undertaking the work given to me, at first as
a simple rank and file member, and later as the member of the reg[ional] bureau
(having been elected at a conference in Kholeptsy).

Having joined the NRSP, working for this party, [ understood and consented
to accepting as its members not only those poor and middle-sized farmers, but
also those who are of Kulak background.

The fact that I held such a stance resulted from the views on the approach to
the Kulaks which I have mentioned above.

>The dekulakized, deprived of all means of production, found themselves
in an inescapable situation and the only way for them was the path of fighting
Sov[iet] rule in the form in which it is pursued today™.

The NRSP, having issued its guidelines for defining the Kulak class, main-
taining that the Kulaks should be defined not based on the economic performance
of the farm, but on the ideology adhered to by its owner, was attractive for the
Kulak element which was to be used [in the work] for the good of our common
party cause. Naturally, such persons had to conform to the decisions made by the
NRSP leadership organs. Such guidelines were presented at the reg[ional] NRSP
part[y] conference by the representative of the CC NRSP, Orlik.

Later, when [I carried out] the enlistment for party membership, and particu-
larly for the operational unit, I would often turn to persons coming from Kulak
families or of Kulak background in general.

During previous interrogations, I have stated what the work entrusted to me
by the NRSP entailed.

The protocol has been accurately draw up from my statement, in truth with
my testimony and read out to me.

(—) V. Maluta!

HDA SBU, F. 6, Spr. 68068-FP, T. 2, pp. 36—39 v.
Original, handwritten.
Document in Russian.

! In a verdict of the Special College of the Supreme Court of the Ukrainian SSR from 15 October
1930, Vasily Stepanovich Maluta was sentenced to death by firing squad. The sentence was executed on
5 November 1930 in Kiev.
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No. 12
1 July 1930, Odessa. Fragment of a report by the Chief of the Odessa Okrug
Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR for the Chief
of the Counterintelligence Unit of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding
a statement by a representative of the Japanese Consulate

KRO-1 group Series “K”

*From a report of KRO Od[essa] Okr[ug] GPU
for the period 1 January — to 1 July [19]30

b-Ch[ief] of the KRO GPU of the Ukrainian SSR — Kharkiv®

Concerning the case “Japanese Consulate”
[...]

With SHIMADQO’s departure, NOGUCHI has been appointed the Consul’s
deputy. [...]

Our informer made a statement to NOGUCHI that in the view of the experts,
good harvests are expected and thus the food supplies will improve. NOGUCHI
laughed at it and stated that there was nothing to worry about, let the harvests be
better and the people will still eat the same “normalized” rationed bread which
they were eating last year. The grain surplus will be exported abroad in order to
acquire the means for the unfulfilled socialist construction, which at present con-
sumes, at maddening pace, all state assets, giving nothing in return, and which
will destroy it at the end if that construction is not stopped in time.

At the informer’s question as to how he sees the explanation offered by com.
STALIN regarding the collectivization in the countryside, NOGUCHI stated that
there is some truth in those articles, yet the majority of his claims are either dis-
honest or disregard reality. The government has mobilized all the strengths at its
disposal (the party, the Komsomol, the militia) in order to eliminate the Kulaks
as a social class, to utterly destroy the individual farms and introduce the com-
munist principles at any price. The newspapers carry out an aggressive attack on
the Kulaks daily, while the word “Kulak” is not precisely defined so that in fact
a wealthy farmer can be considered a Kulak, but the same goes for someone who
owns a cow, a horse and three or four chickens.

NOGUCHTI stated that com. STALIN gives proof of his naivety by being sur-
prised that an army of people who are communizing the countryside, who have
been sent following a governmental decree, that is by STALIN himself, are taking
away the entire property of the peasants who have not signed up for collectiviza-
tion. Com. STALIN justifies such activities with “dizziness from success”, but

* Handwritten.
> Written in uppercase.
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in his, NOGUCHTI’s, opinion, if the party and Komsomol members suffer from
dizziness, it is so not from success but from an unbelievable ruckus and hurrying
with threats which they hear everywhere from the leadership at all possible meet-
ings. They know well that inability to implement all-encompassing collectiviza-
tion, even if carried out against people’s will, will have negative consequences
for them.

It is a lie, NOGUCHI stated, to declare, as the top organs of the Sov[iet] au-
thority have done, that the local organs have, of their own initiative, forbidden the
peasants to sell their products on a private market, confiscating those products
and arresting their owners. It is an example of how the mean authorities, not hav-
ing the courage to claim responsibility for their own orders, are hiding behind the
less-important people.

[.]

>Ch[ief] Okr[ug] Division® GPU
(—) YEMELYANOV'

>Chief* KRO
(—) SHOSTAK-SOKOLOV

Senior Representative™®
(—) VIEPRINSKY?

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 418, T. 1, Cz. 3, pp. 658, 663—664, 669.
Original, typewritten.
Document in Russian.

' Aleksandr Yemelyanov, from 1930 Chief of the Odessa Okrug Division of the GPU, from 14 Sep-
tember 1931 till 23 May 1933 Chief of the Directoriate for GPU Border Security and Military Units,
from 23 May 1933 till 10 July 1934 Deputy Chief of this Directorate.

2 Yosip Vieprinsky (born 1896), from 1929 senior representative of the KRO of the Odessa Okrug
Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR, from 1931 Chief of Department in the Kiev Operational
Sector of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR, from 1932 Deputy Chief of the Zhytomyr Municipal Division
of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR, from 9 March 1933 Chief of Special Unit of the Chernihiv Oblast
Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR.
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No. 13
26 July 1930, Odessa. Fragment of a report by the Chief of the Odessa
Oblast Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR for the Chief
of the Counterintelligence Unit of GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding
statements by foreigners on the situation in Odessa

*Viepr[insky]™? Series “K”
KRO-1 group

®-Ch[ief] of the KRO GPU of the Ukrainian SSR — town of Kharkiv*

On the reactions of foreigners
to the events in Odessa

The unrest which took place in recent days in the bazaars in Odessa, and then
a partial strike in the hessian factory which was a result of difficulties with sup-
plies, have caused numerous rumors among the foreigners’ colonies.

Among the leadership of the Japanese Consulate, statements have been made
that, as can be seen, for the Soviet government it is not enough to use physical
force in executing and implementing the task of socialist construction because
“the government is unable to organize supplies that would give the working class
everything it needs.” Cooperatives, as much as the socialization of production,
although constituting the necessary leverage for the socialist order, are presently
unable to fulfill the most basic needs of the people. There is lack of sufficient
number of stores, salesmen and proper management. One of the main mistakes is
the almost complete dissolution of private commerce and private initiative, while
a private entrepreneur would pose no competition for cooperatives in the Soviet
state. He would play a subordinate role, complementing the latter in supplying the
people.

Today, when cooperatives are unable to completely fulfill the needs of the
people, the role played by the private sector would be particularly beneficial if it
was not the object of most comprehensive persecution and repression.”

[...]

The new Consul, TANAKO!, having arrived and seeing the queues for bread
and food products in Odessa, was utterly surprised by the situation, and when
a note from a newspaper was read to him that the harvests and vegetable crops in
Ukraine were good, TANAKO stated: “The people will probably not benefit from
those good harvests, since with private initiative lacking and those ill attitudes
present among the working class, a large part of those harvests will not be col-
lected and valuable food products will be wasted.”

= Written in uppercase.
! Bunitaro Tanako (Tanaka), from 26 June 1930 Japanese Consul in Odessa.
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The Italian Consul General, TOMASI, is ever more interested in the events
which took place in the town, collecting information on the unrest in the bazaars
and the strike in the hessian factory, and commenting on them with a claim of
weakening authority of the Soviet rule.

According to him, before [19]28, one could think that the government will be
capable of escaping a crisis, yet now, with the last failed undertakings relating to
collectivization which have aroused strong opposition from the people, it is evi-
dent that Soviet authorities cannot cope with the tasks ahead.

The Bolsheviks are losing the remaining trust of the working class and the
masses are only now realizing the degree of ruin to which all were driven; wher-
ever one goes, one hears that there is nothing and the people are literally starv-
ing.

The efficiency of labor in the kolkhozy is nothing compared to the efficiency
of individual farms, and all the individual farmers are often threatened and have
absolutely no motivation to develop their farms, which in turn leads to the food
crisis that we can now observe.

The Bolshevik party is full of disgusting egoists who are anxious about their
own positions and thus do not honestly inform their superiors about the situation
in these regions, preferring to paint an optimistic picture.

An Italian by the name of ROGERO, in his own circles, talks about the trains
which constantly bring in masses of peasants from the neighboring villages to
Odessa. They have been arrested for having set fire to their grain and for the
fact that some of them are not willing to walk out into the fields to harvest the
crops. ROGERO is delighted with the new fighting methods which the peasants
turn to in response to collectivization — sending their wives to all meetings and
assemblies for them to take active participation there [while] they attend no such
events.

In another conversation, he made similar statements to those made by other
employees of the Italian Consulate — that if it was not for the Soviet government,
which exports all food products abroad, there would be plenty of everything.

An Italian by the name of VERDI, referring to a conversation about the sup-
ply problems, states that the workers do not attend meetings because it is only
promises that are made there and nothing given, which he sees to be a sign of the
weakening of Soviet authority as well as the loss of influence and trust on the part
of the working class.

In the Turkish Consulate, there are daily conversations between the Consul
and the Vice-Consul regarding the increase in prices in the Odessa bazaars and
lack of products in the CRK shops and pishchetriesty?. With regard to this, the
Turkish officials in the consulate voice numerous unfavorable opinions about
“Bolshevik rule”. They continually claim that exporting the food products which
are lacking in the USSR, such as sugar or fats by the Bolsheviks can be explained
by an enormous crisis which the government is trying to conceal with the aim

2 Stores of the Union of Food Industries.

79

Holodomor English.indd 79 @ 2009-10-28 12:53:04



1 TNEEE @ | I | [ [

of acquiring hard currency, needed to conduct communist propaganda in such
countries as China, India, and others. At the same time, the government forces its
own working class and the entire population to starve, disregarding the fact that
it is the worst possible propaganda for socialism.

No lesser are [the feelings of| absurdity and anger arising from the supply
problems in the Greek colony. And so, in a conversation a Greek woman by the
name of PRIMIKIRIO said that she was recently in a house which was also vis-
ited by a Russian worker. All present went into endless conversations about the
problems with supplies, which are observed in the entire [Soviet] Union, and par-
ticularly in Odessa, as well as about the lack of perspectives for improvement.
The worker who was present there declared that there was a solution, known to all
workers — killing STALIN, who is driving the country to annihilation.

The Greeks coming to the canteen run by the Greek PAPAIOANNIS also had
conversations about current affairs — the lack of food on the market and the unrest
in the bazaars.

One of the Greeks, referring to the words of his wife who had been present
during the unrest in the bazaar, said that one of the women, once the militia ar-
rived at the bazaar, ran up to an officer and screamed at him: “During the time of
Nicholas [II] we were shot at for our demands and now you will also shoot at us
workers.” The officer responded to that: “You only start the revolution and we will
join your ranks and help you with everything.” This promise from the militia was
spread over the town, raising the spirits of the gathering crowds.

Commenting on the story told by the worker, the Greeks talk of the imperma-
nence of Soviet rule and discuss the option of leaving the USSR.

We will inform about the attitudes in other colonies.

Chief Odessa Okr[ug] Division GPU
(—) YEMELYANOV

Chief KRO
(—) SHOSTAK-SOKOLOV

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 418, T. 1, Cz. 3, pp. 629—633.

Original, typewritten.

Document in Russian.

In the top left corner of the document, a rectangular stamp with inscription in Ukrainian and Russian stating:
Ukrainian SSR. State Political Directorate. Odessa Okrug Division with the Okr[ug] Ex[ecutive] Com[mittee].
Directorate of the 26™ Uzhrynychny military division of the GPU. No. 373445. town of Odessa. 26 Jun[e]
1930, next to the stamp a handwritten note: Note concerning Italians, Turks and Greeks was made. ().
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No. 14
30 July 1930, Odessa. Extract from a report by a secret informer
of the Odessa Okrug Division of the GPU of the Ukrainian SSR regarding
information obtained by the Japanese Embassy from the Japanese
Consulate in Odessa

*Extract®
from a report by s/s dated 30 July of this year

Being in Moscow, over the course of a conversation with the clerks in the
Japanese Embassy, | have learned that the Japanese Consul in Odessa has system-
atically been informing the embassy and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs about
the difficulties with supplies in Odessa and the related unrest. He informs that
despite the food crisis being weakened to a known degree, in the aftermath of the
unrest which took place recently, a drastic change can once again be seen since,
at the end of July, people were again completely deprived of meat and the work-
ers receive meat only four times a month. The shortage of vegetables is visible
as well. In that regard, a mobilization of workers’ wives has taken place, who,
together with communists and children, have been sent to harvest vegetables. The
Consul writes that on an almost daily basis there are cases of people standing in
queues and losing consciousness due to hunger. The prices rise constantly and the
[bad] situation started to threaten the workers as well.

TANAKO informs that on 24 July in one of the factories 3,000 workers
stopped their work, the unrest spreading to other plants as well. Which plants
were affected and what were the results of that unrest, I was not told. He did say
that the crowd entered one of the districts inhabited by the workers who receive
the basic necessities in proper amounts, and plundered the grocery store, hurting
the clerks. The exact same attack happened again on 25 July.

TANAKO believes that such excesses will happen more often from now on,
but doubts whether they will lead to anything serious. In conclusion, he expressed
his opinion that this year the situation on the market is grave enough to compare it
to the famine of 1921. As a result, the attitudes among the people are particularly
somber.

[.]

In conformity: (—)

HDA SBU, F. 13, Spr. 418, T. 1, Cz. 3, pp. 675—675 v.
Authenticated copy, typewritten.
Document in Russian.

a2 Written in uppercase.
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No. 15

2 April 1931, Vinnytsia. Fragment of an indictment against the alleged
members of the Peasants’ Labor Party

GPU — Ukrainian SSR
Vinnytsia Operational Sector
*Secret Political Department®

+>Top secret®?

*Indictment™®
the case against *the Podolian saboteur c-r organization operating in agriculture
(Peasants’ Labor Party)™

Copy no. ......
town of “Vinnytsia® 1931

[...]
“Approved”
Ch[ief] Vinnytsia
Operational Sector® GPU of the Ukrainian SSR
GROZNY
2 April 1931

[.]

In October 1930, the Vinnytsia Operational Sector of the GPU of the Ukrain-
ian SSR has disclosed and eliminated a saboteur counterrevolutionary organiza-
tion [comprising] agricultural experts from Podolia.

The roots of the counterrevolutionary activities of this organization reach
back to 1923, the year when the Podolian branch of the VAO (All-Ukrainian Ag-
ronomic Society) was established, comprising mainly the former employees of
the landed gentry, professing ideology alien to the Soviet system.

The fact that the VAO was operating legally was broadly used for c-r activi-
ties.

With this aim, the leaders of the VAO remain at managerial posts of the land
organs of the form[er] Vinnytsia Guberniya and, sustaining ties between them-
selves, continue the saboteur activities in the agricultural sector.

Beginning in the period 1927-[19]28, with assistance from the members of
the central c-r organization, DOLENKO, VORONIN, KOROTKOV and others,
they were organizing saboteur cells in Podolia through the form[er] active mem-
bers of VAO — GASKONSKY P., PODKUY-MUKHA and others in the former
Okrugs of: Tulchin, Kamianets-Podilskyi, Vinnytsia and Proskurov.

= Written in uppercase.
> Underlined in typewriting.
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The activities of the regional cells were mainly concerned with *undermining
the economic power of the Soviet Union by distorting the key political directives
of the party and Soviet authorities in the countryside, directing the development
of agriculture towards strengthening individual Kulak farms and preventing the
development of the socialist sector in agriculture®.

Thereafter, having set the detailed political goals and formally changed the
local saboteur cells into TKP centers, their activities are taking a more definite
shape, turning towards organized acts of sabotage in all sectors of agriculture:
planning, land administration, crediting, machine supplies, etc.

*The ultimate goal of the organization is the overthrow of Soviet rule and the
establishment of a bourgeois democratic republic™.

Aiming to increase the effectiveness of the c-r saboteur activities, the TKP*
in the Podolia region established links with other c-r organizations: military, vet-
erinary, engineering and technical, as well as others, by having delegated a TKP®
representative to the United National Political Center.

The abovementioned c-r organizations define [the concepts] and carry out the
organization of insurgency cells, while the work on the organization of the insur-
gency movement also falls with the agronomic organization, as it has direct ties
to the Kulak element in the countryside.

The regional cells were directly supervised by members of the All-Ukrainian
Central Organization of the TKP® in Kharkiv.

[.-]
>T. Goals and political principles of the organization®®

*As its main political fundament, the c-r organization of the Peasants’ Labor
Party in Podolia aims to strengthen the capitalist private sector in the countryside;
in parallel, its goal is to prevent the socialist reconstruction of agriculture.

As the ultimate goal of the organization, it has been undertaken to establish
a bourgeois democratic republic®.

[.]

V. #Decision®?

Based on the above, “to indict:

1) “CHERNIAVSKY *Stepan Dmitriyevich® [born in] 1878 in Lityn in
that raion, son of a clergyman, n/p, married, higher education, Ukrainian, under
tsarism — agronomic expert of the Podolia Guberniya, under Petliura — chair[man]
of the Podolia Land Office, form[er] chairman of the Podolia branch of the VAO
from 1925, h[ead] [of department]: OZU land administration of the Podolia branch
of the sugar trust, was not tried by the court and no investigation was carried out
against him for the following:

¢ Was: TPK.
44 Added in wide letter-spacing.
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1. He was the leader of a saboteur c-r organization active in agri[culture] in
Podolia;

2. Holding a position of responsibility in the land organs, he carried out sabo-
tage in the area of land management and the organization of displacements, farm-
steads and [land] distribution;

3. As a representative of the agronomic c-r organization, he was a member
of the United National Political Center of Podolia, actively participating in its
activities;

4. Following an order from the United [National] Political Center, he carried
out work on organizing the insurgency movement,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads %partially? guilty.

2) *GASKONSKY *Pavel Mitrofanovich®, [born in] 1893 in the v[illage]
of Sofino, in the former Samara Guberniya, son of a wealthy landowner, Rus-
sian, higher education, married, participated in NKZ courses in 1927, agronomic
expert of the form[er] Tulchin Okr[ug], later as[sistant] to the manager of the
Kapustyansk sugar factory, was not tried by the court and no investigation was
carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of the TKP saboteur c-r organization, heading the c-r cell
in the Tulchin Okrug;

2. Following the directives issued by DOLENKO and VORONIN, he organ-
ized the c-r saboteur cell in Tulchin, recruited a zootechnician GASKONSKY
Aleksey, planning expert from the Cred[it] Association ZHYGALOVSKY, aca-
demic secretary of the Okrplan KOSMINSKY and agronomic experts YAKOVI-
ETS and YAZHEMSKY;

3. Holding a position in OkrZU and serving as an agronomic expert, he inten-
tionally allowed saboteur activities to be carried out by individual members of the
c-r cell headed by him as well as personally taking part in undertaking saboteur
activities in all sectors of agriculture: planning, crediting, herding, land manage-
ment, etc.;

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

*Pleads “fully guilty™.

3) “PODKUY-MUKHA™ *Yefim Pavlovich®, born in 1889 in the v[illage]
of Podlesne in the Yaltushkovsky Raion, son of a wealthy peasant, Ukrainian,
married, higher education, former agronomic expert of a landed property. Under
Petliura, chair[man] of the Kamianets-Podilskyi Land Office, flormer] secretary
of the Podolia branch of the VAO, from 1927 agronomic expert for the Kamian-
ets-Podilskyi Okr[ug], and recently employed with the NKZS of the Ukrainian
SSR, was not tried by the court and no investigation was carried out against him
for the following:

1. He was a member of the TKP saboteur c-r organization, heading the c-r cell
in the Kamianets-Podilskyi Okrug;

2. Holding the position of agronomic expert for the Okrug, he intentionally
allowed saboteur activities to be carried out by individual members of the c-r cell
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headed by him, as well as personally taking part in undertaking saboteur activi-
ties in all sectors of agriculture,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads “fully guilty=.

4) *OLEYNIK¢ *Ivan Andreyevich?® born in 1879 in Studentsy in the
Novoushytsky Raion, son of a wealthy pe[as]ant, married, higher education,
Ukrainian, form[er] warrant officer of the old army, former agronomic expert of
a landed property, from 1921 professor of the Institute of Agri[culture] in Kami-
anets-Podilskyi, in 1923 was arrested for c-r activity, for the following:

1. He was an active member of the TKP cell in Kamianets-Podilskyi;

2. As a professor of the I[nstitute] of Agri[culture] in Kamianets-Podilskyi, he
carried out c-r activities by teaching neo-narodnik concepts during the lectures,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads “not guilty™.

5) “ZHYGALOVSKY* *Nikolay Ivanovich®, born in 1888 in Kiev, son of
a (presently) middle-sized farm peasant, Ukrainian, married, higher education,
planning expert in the Tulchin Cred][it] Association, was not tried by the court and
no investigation was carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of the Tulchin saboteur counterrevolutionary organiza-
tion active in the agricultural sector;

2. Following an order from the head of the Tulchin TKP cell, he recruited the
h[ead] of the machine and tractor department of the Tulchin Cred][it] Association
—PAVELKO A. M ;

3. Serving as a planning expert in the Tulchin Cred[it] Association, he inten-
tionally directed the financial mechanisms for agriculture towards increasing the
wherewithal offered to the individual sector and decreasing the amount of credits
for kolkhozy,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads *fully guilty=.

6) *MIKLASHEVSKY" “Fiodor Fiodorovich?, born in 1878 in Stavropol,
from nobility, married, higher education, Ukrainian, form[er] warrant officer
of the old army, form[er] agronomic expert of a landed property, from 1925 till
[19]27 agronomic expert of the Kamianets-Podilskyi Okrug, later instructor with
the Raykooptakhsoyuz [?] in Kamianets-Podilskyi, was not tried by the court and
no investigation was carried out against him for the following:

1. He was an active member of a saboteur counterrevolutionary organization
in Kamianets-Podilskyi active in agri[culture], which was later formally changed
into a TKP cell, heading that cell until 1928, that is until the arrival of PODKUY-
MUKHA;

2. He has recruited for the organization the following agronomic experts:
LEPENCHUK, KUZEM, KHOMITSKY, LYSKUN and a professor of the
I[nstitute] of Agri[culture]| in Kamianets-Podilskyi OLEY NIK;

3. Holding the position of agronomic expert for the Kamianets-Podil-
skyi Okrug, and later instructor with the Raykooptakhsoyuz [?] in Kamianets-
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-Podilskyi, he carried out saboteur activities in all sectors of agriculture, particu-
larly in chicken breeding,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

*Pleads “partially? guilty™.

7) “PAVELKO™ *Alfey Mikhailovich?, born in 1886 in the v[illage] of
Prokhorivka in the Zolotonoshsky Raion, son of clergyman, Ukrainian, married,
incomplete higher education, form[er] warrant officer of the old army, form[er]
member of USDRP, worked in the Tulchin Cred[it] Association as the h[ead] of
the machine and tractor department, was not tried by the court and no investiga-
tion was carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of the Tulchin saboteur counterrevolutionary organiza-
tion active in the agricultural sector;

2. Holding the position of the h[ead] of the machine and tractor department in
the Tulchin Cred][it] Association, while drafting the 5-year plan and then yearly
plans, he intentionally underestimated the [requirement] for modern agri[cultural]
equipment needed for the restructuring of the agri[culture], overestimating orders
for simple agri[cultural] tools, of which there were plenty in the Okrug (plows,
koritierki [?], harrows, etc.), which led to a surplus of simple agri[cultural] tools
in the spring of 1930,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads “fully guilty™.

8) “LEVITSKY™ Nikolay Oriestovich®, born in 1883 in Kiev, son of an of-
fice clerk, Ukrainian, married, higher education, from 1928 till [19]30 academic
director of the Experimental Laboratory of the Vinnytsky Raion, was not tried by
the court and no investigation was carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of a saboteur counterrevolutionary organization active in
the agricultural sector in the Vinnytsky Raion;

2. Holding the position of the academic director of the Experimental Labora-
tory of the Vinnytsky Raion, he directed its work towards servicing individual
farms, undertaking team experiments, he favored individual, often Kulak farms,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

*Pleads partially? guilty.

9) “VASIUTYNSKY* *Victor Aleksandrovich®, born in 1900 in Zatishye
st[ation] in the Zakharovetsky Raion, son of a Kulak, Ukrainian, married, higher
education, participated in NKZ courses in 1927, from 1926 in the Proskurov OZU
of okrug agronomic experts, later a clerk in the Proskurov Rayplan, was not tried
by the court and no investigation was carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of a saboteur counterrevolutionary organization active in
the agricultural sector in the Proskurov region;

2. Holding the position of okrug agronomic expert, he carried out the saboteur
principles of the organization in regard to land management and the establishment
of farmsteads, while also using pure variant of seeds which were worthless in the
Proskurov region, thus lowering harvests, and in parallel to the economic loss, he
created a politically unfavorable situation for the Sov[iet] authorities,
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which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads *partially guilty.

10) “KOROL“ *Yefim Ivanovich, born in 1895 in the v[illage] of Zvonikha
in the Tivrovsky Rai[on], son of a form[er] village policeman, Ukrainian, single,
secondary education, under Petliura a writing clerk with the 42" battalion, attend-
ed NKZ courses on agri[cultural] org[anization] in 1925, from 1927 an agronomic
expert in the Vinnytsia Okrug, recently chair[man] of the Vinnytsia Munic[ipal]
Office of OMBIT, was not tried by the court and no investigation was carried out
against him for the following:

1. He was a member of a saboteur counterrevolutionary organization active in
the agricultural sector in the Vinnytsia Okrug;

2. Holding the position of agronomic expert in the Vinnytsia Okrug, when
drafting the 5-year plan, he underestimated the scale of collectivization and is-
sued guidelines [in the area] of credits, crop harvesting, cattle herding and oth[ers]
directed at strengthening Kulak farms,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

*Pleads “partially? guilty?.

11) *KARUSEVICH™ *Yosif Yanovich®, born in 1894 in Siewiersz (Poland),
son of an office clerk, Pole, higher education, formerly a representative of the VAO
in the Proskurov region, agronomic expert of the Vinnytsia Okrug Land Office,
later a clerk in the Vinnytsia Gosplan, attended NKZ course in 1926, was not tried
by the court and no investigation was carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of the Vinnytsia saboteur counterrevolutionary organiza-
tion active in the agri[cultural] sector;

2. Holding the position of the h[ead] to the Land System Department of OkrZU,
he intentionally allowed for land management according to the farmstead system
in entire communes, resulting in an enormous number of farmsteads, numbering
from 70 to 200, being established in the following villages of the Okrug: Chera-
pashne, Volodovka, Obodno, and oth[er],

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads “partially? guilty?.

12) *KOSMINSKY *Tvan Tikhonovich?, born in 1891 in the v[illage] of Se-
liksa in the Penza Gub[erniya], son of a village school teacher, Russian, married,
higher education, flormerly] member of the AUCP from 1921 till 1924, academic
secretary of Okrplan in Tulchin, was not tried by the court and no investigation
was carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of the Tulchin saboteur counterrevolutionary TKP cell;

2. Holding the position of the academic secretary of the Tulchin Okrplan, he
intentionally carried out planning in such a way so as to guarantee the strength-
ening of the Kulak group’s leadership in the countryside, thus disorganizing the
planned development of the socialist agricultural sector,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads *partially? guilty.

13) “*LEPENCHUK* *Aleksandr Konstantynovich®, born in 1896 in Balyn
in the Smotrychevsky Raion, son of a Kulak, married, secondary education,
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Ukrainian, raion agronomic expert for the Kupinsky Raion, attended NKZ cours-
es in 1928, was not tried by the court and no investigation was carried out against
him for the following;:

1. He was a member of a saboteur counterrevolutionary organization active in
the agri[cultural] sector in the Kamianets-Podilskyi;

2. Holding the position of the raion agronomic expert for the Kupinsky Raion,
he carried out saboteur activities in the area of agriculture, following the direc-
tives of the regional c-r organization directed towards the increased [develop-
ment] of individual Kulak farms,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads “fully guilty.

14) “GASKONSKY *Aleksey Mitrofanovich®, born in 1899 in the vfillage] of
Tagay in the form[er] Ulyanovsk Gub[erniya], son of a wealthy landowner, Russian,
married, secondary education, in 1925 attended NKZ zootechnical courses, zootech-
nician with the Tulchin OkrZU, later with the Uman Dairy Association, was not tried
by the court and no investigation was carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of the Tulchin saboteur counterrevolutionary TKP cell;

2. He held the position of zootechnical expert with the OkrZU, carrying out
saboteur activities in cattle breeding directed towards strengthening the Kulaks,

which is covered by art. 54-7, 54-11 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

“Pleads “fully guilty™.

15) “YAKOVIETS™ *Danil Ignatievich®, born in 1902 in the v[illage] of
Bachynitsy in the form[er] Mohyliv-Podilskyi Okr[ug], son of a Kulak, Ukrain-
ian, married, higher education, dist[rict] agronomic expert for the Mystkovsky
Raion, later reg[ional] agronomic expert in Tulchin, father and two brothers de-
ported to the north as Kulaks, was not tried by the court and no investigation was
carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of the Tulchin cell of the saboteur counterrevolutionary
organization active in the agricultural sector;

2. Holding the position of a raifon] agronomic expert, and later the okr[ug] ag-
ronomic expert, he carried our saboteur activities in the area of planning the land
administration, etc., slowing down the growth of the socialist agricultural sector,

which is covered by art. 54-10, 54-7 of the PC of the Ukrainian SSR.

*Pleads “partially? guilty™.

16) “YAZHEMSKY*Andrey Vyacheslavovich®, born in 1896 in the v[illage]
of Berezivka, son of an office clerk, Ukrainian, married, secondary education,
attended NKZ courses on agri[cultural] organization in 1928, former raifon] ag-
ronomic expert in Tulchin, was not tried by the court and no investigation was
carried out against him for the following:

1. He was a member of the Tulchin cell of the saboteur counterrevolutionary
organization active in agri[culture];

2. Following an order from